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x Tohns, 14. ; 

#nd this is the aſſurance which wee have in 
him, that if we aske any thing according to 
bus will, be beareth us. 


& He ſcope of the holy Apo- 
ftle in this chapter, is to ſer 
forth ſome of thoſe princi- 
pall priviledges we have by 
Teſus Chriſt. One maine 


£ Y and principall (which is the 
Wwe S098 grcarcit of all the reſt) is 
that through him we have eternall life; And 


therefore (ſaith he) know this , that when you 
have the Sonne once, you have life : in the 12, 
ver, Hethat hath the Sonne hath life, end be that 
hath not the Sonne hath not life, Therefore ( ſaith 


| he) have I written-this Epiſtle to: you for this 


purpeſe;:.that you mighr conſider well what 


þ aan youhave by | Chriſt Jeſus: Theſe things 


avel writtes, ( {aith hee) intheyerlcs before 
this that:I have now read unto | you, #9 0u 
that beleeve inthe Name of the Sonne of God, 
that you may know that you bave cternall life, 
| After this he namcs another great -priviledge, 
that 
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The firſt Sermon | 


DeR, I, 


Dog. 2. 


D 


|heereth as. This is the ſecond. great priviledge 


that wee”. have by--Chrilt;-menrioncd- in this | 
verſe, thatT have now read unto you, This 
( ſaith he) & the afſurance we have in him, that | 
what/orver wee acke accordine to his will, hee 


we have by Chriſt, weſhall be heard inall 6ur 
requeſts: it is no more but aske and have, put 
ap what petition you will , if you be jn Chrift 
once, you havethis aflurance , thar hee heareth 
ou: bur hedelivers it with this condition, you | 
muſt firſt be in him: we have ths afſurance in 
him (ſaith he) that if awe acke any thing, according 
to bis will, he heareth vs, So that you ſee, here 
are two plaine poynts lying evidently before} 
US. 
x Thar except a man bein Chriſt, he muſt f 


not, hee ought notto apply to himſelfe any of | 
theſe ſpirituall priviledges, that wee haveby 
him: if we be in Chriſt, this and all otherarc | 
ours; if you bein Chriſt (ſaith he) then you 
have this aſſurance, for wee have that aſſurance 
in him. The ſecond point that the verſe affords 
us, is, 

2 That whoſoever is in Chriſt, whatſoever 
he askes he ſhall have it. Now my full intenti- 
on was, onely to have handled that which is 
| mainely aimed atiin the verſe( for the other you 
ſee is but touched by the way ) which' is this | 

reat priviledgethat belongs toall Chriftians, 
Hat whatſoever they aske m prayer according 
to the will of God, they thall bee heard init: 


Bur 


W  — 


th 


| you of the love and favour of God in Chriſt;but 


heegives itinthis ſhort precept :_* Let every 


| manto examinghimſelfe of > Surely every one 
| himſelfe concerning theſe two things. 


| hehathany rightatallrocome neere to him in 
| that holy ordinance. 


PRI" —_— 


01 the Sacrament. 


appointed for this day, I have altered alittle 
that eourſe ; the hearing ofthat hath ſomewhat 
diverted mee, andcauſed mee at this time to 
pitch-upoathe other point which Inamedto 
you; That except a man be in Chriſt, be ought not 
zo apply any privileage to himſelfe ; if bee be, 1/ay, 
all belongs to him, | 

When you come to receivethe Seerament, it | 
isa very great priviledge to meddle with thoſe 
holy myſteries, to have thoſe fimboles givento 


yet you muſt remember this, that except you 
ein Chriſt, you have nothing to doe with 
him, and therefore it is a fitre and necell: 


point for this ſeaſon, For when the Apoſtle 


would give directions to the Corinth. what they 
ſhould doc, to prepare themſelves ro the Sa- 
crament, that they may be worthy receivers; 


man (laith he) examine himſelfe,” and ſo let him 
cate this bread and drinke thi cup, Now what is a 


that comes to the Lords Table, is to examine 
1 Whether he bee in Chriſt, and ſo whether 


2 Though he be in Chriſt, yerhe muſt exa- 
mine himſelfe, whether . hee bee particularly 


; 


prepared, quickned, and fitted ; whether his | 
: 2 3h heart 


Bur becauſe L underſtand you: hada Sacrament 


—_— 


— — COTE 


———_ —T__ 


"_ 


The foft Sermos' | 


A 


heart beeput inroſuch a trance of grace, or| 
faſhioned'ſoas it ought to bee, when heecomes | * 


| was wont to doe at othertimes, bur onely take 


to the immediate performance of fuch a duty as 
that is. Now becauſe I handle this point, but 
onely for this particular occafion, I will not en- 
ter into ſuch a manner of handling of it, -as I 


up ſo much of it as may ſerve far the preſentoc- 
caſion ; Therefore. becauſe I ſay this to you: 
That except a man bee in Chriſt - hee onghrnor 
to take any priviledgeto hinaſclie: wee will ; 
Firſt exhort every manto conſider whether hee 
bein Chriſt : for this is the preſent ion | 
which any mans heart wouldaske, when hee 
hearesthis propounded; VVhy, ifall the privi- 
ledges bee ſuſpended upon my being in Chriſt, 

my maine buſineſſe is to-cxamine whether I be 
in Chrift or no. Now becauſe a manmay bee in 
Chriſt and yerbe ſuſpended by ſome interveni- | 
all ſinne, © by ſome indiſpoſition of minde and 
heart, that may grow on him, from the aQuall 
injoying of the preſent fruit and bencfirof thar | 
priviledge which -belougs to him Therefore 

we will firſt give you rules: to examine your 
ſelves whether you be in Chriſt erno. Iris ve- | 
ry uſefull toall that now areto reccive,, or at 
any other time ; its uſefull you know too, not 
onely upon ſuchan occafion asthis, butupen 
all occaſions , and therefore a point, (though pe- 
culiarly veiargages this time being taken. up 


for- preparation for the Sactament ) yea, 


we 


I — —— 
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| find theſe two as, ſuch-a'man is in Chriſt: 


[hath ſent forth avertue and put forth ana&of 


| 


' | our part, you muſt conſider theſerhings, 


jE? 


Excellencies 
Treaſure. 


and Delight, - 


on the Sacrament. 
we may the more boldly venture upoa, and 
you ought to.atrend it more diligently, I will 
giveyou buttheſerwo maine notes or rules by 
which youſhalltry it, | 
Whoſoever is in. Chriſt, there muſt paſſe a|. 
doublea : one on our part, another on Chriſts 


Chriſt and Chriſt takes us; whereſoever you | © 


Theremuſt beanact of our part, ſomething the 
heart and 'mind of a man muſt doe to take 
Chriſt. Secondly the Lord ſends and purs forth 
ſaniethingofhis, he doth-put forth an at of the 
Holy -Spirze, whereby he comprehendsand takes 
us. Now ifthou finde in thy. ſelfe theſe: two. 
things; Firſt,thaethy heart hath exerciſedrhar 
act oftaking the Lord Ieſiis; Secondly, that he 


his to takearidts comprehend rhee; then cer- 
tainely thouartin Chriſt; and if itbe ſo, all the 
priviledges belongrto thee; ifnot, thou haſt no. 
ing to doe withthis holy Sactament.,Now for 
the cleare diſcerning of that at which is on 


1 Whether you make Chriſt 'your chiefeſt 
2 Whether you make him your .chicfeſt 


"3 Whether you make him your chicfeſt loy 


- 


-:4.: Whether hace bee your chicfeſt Refuge to | 


] B 3 whom 
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part, b 2{y beloved *s mine, and 1 am bs, wee take | Þ Cant,2, 


_ 
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| Theſe men, it may be,{ecke no excellency ar 


* | havethat which belongs to their bodies, and to 


 . The firſt Sermon 
whom your hearts retire onall occaſions, 
5 Whether you ſerhim up in your hearts for 
the chicfe{kCommenaer. 
* *- My Beloved, if you findeall this done by 
you, then out of doubt, Chriſt belongs to you; 
They arcall ſeverall, bur they meer in one cen« 
ter, and {erve together tomake up one rule of 
triall ro know whether you have tooke Chriſt 
to you orng; and L will handlethem all diſtin- 
ly as I havenamed themto you. 
1 Therefore conſider whether Chriſt be thy | 
chicfeſt Excellency; foritis naturall roevery 
man to ſecke ſome excellency or other. Indeed 
beaſts, ſo they may have that which is neceſla- 
ry for the life and ſervice of nature, it is enough 
for them ; and it may beit is enough for all bru- 
tiſh men, 'whoſe ſoules are buried in their bo- 
dyesthar are but ſepulchers of men, in whom 
that ſpeRacle of excellency which is rational, 
belonging toa man, is quenched in cars A 

I, 


but fo they may livein pleaſures, ſo they may 


this preſent life, it is enough for them. Bur a 
man who hath any thing ofa manin him, as hee 
is a man, conſiderediin theſe higher parts of his 
foule, his m#»dand his will; hee ſeckes another 
cxcellency ſutable to theſe parts: hee ſerves a 
higher, a more ſpirituall immateriall ſubſtance, 
{luch as the* ſoule is; and according as mens 
mindesare of divers fathions, ſo they are in a} 


way | 
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\__a the-Sacrament- 


way of ſceking ſeverall excellencies for them- 
ſelves, yet according to their different ages. 
Children delight in- childiſhthings, and ſo doe 


men likewiſe, from whom this childifhnefle is | . 


worne; yet according totheir ſeverall faſhion 
and underſtanding, ſothey fecke a ſeverall ex. 


| cellency. Some ſeeke learning, knowledge and 


exccllency in their profeſſion, this is the excel- 
lency they would have:. Some ſecke great places 
ofauthority and command.and if they had their 
with, that is, the exccllency they wouldhave ; 
Some ſeeke the favour of the Prince: Someto 
have agreat eſtate, that men may ſay, hee is 
worth > much, he hath ſuch . Lordfhips , ſuch 


faire houſes,8& lands belongingto himzifhe had | 


the excellencic he deſires, theſe he would have. 
Every man in his owne kinde, according as 
mens underſtandings are ſtronger or weaker; 


according to their different education, as it hath ! 


beene more noble, and ingenious ; according to 
the ſeverall companyes they keepe, where they 
finde ſuch and fuch things magnified ;accdrding 
rothe ſevcrall ages they live in; (As wee ſay 
ſomethings in requeſt is one age, in one. com- 
pany, ſomething in another ) I ſay according to 
theſe ſeverall occaſions , ſo every man ſeckes a 
ſeverall iexcellency; ro himſelfe, Now confi. 
der what is the-excellency. thy heart deſires, a- 
bove all thing elſe, wherher it bee Ieſus Chriſt; 
robe in him; toexcell in grace; to havea new 
draught of Gods Image in thy foule;or __ 
| ome 
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| dolinefle, to have thy ſinful luſts morcifyed, to 


| moſt gracious inthy ſight, by what thou doeft 


\rheir wealch eſteemed according asthey are in 


'whart. is: the proper vertue thouwouldeſt have 
thy ſoule to excellin, forthercareſeverall ver- 


ka 


_- Ta rhing as Thave famed: Conſider 


tues; cvery thing hath ſome vertue or other 
which is proper to itz as the vertue of aknife 
is tocut well; the vertueofa horſe ro goe wellz 
the vertue of aſouldier to fight well, . and the 
vertue ofa Chriſtian to be a holy man; ro bee 
holy, gracious, and unblameable in his conver- 
ſation. Now what is the proper excellency 
thy heart aymes at: what'1s that thoueſteem- 
eft thy vertue, that if thou wert $® to thy 
choyle thatthou mighteſt have a wiſh granted 
thee, thou wouldeſt moſt deſire? whether 
wouldeft chou defirethis; to excell ingraceand 


have thy heart put intoa holy frame of grace 2 
or whether, (if thou wouldeſt deale imparrially 
with thy ſelfe } is it not ſome other excellency 
that thy heart runnes-upon ? that thy thoughts 
and affeftions are moſt ſet upon > 'Conlider 
whenthou lookeſt upon others , what ſeemes 


moſt value the excellency of another man, for 
it is likely thou ſo cſteemeſt thy ſelfe alſo: Con- 
ſider therefore I ſay what thou meaſureſt thy | 
ſclte-and others by; A manthat is in Chriſt, ſers 
ſo much by himſelfe, and by every. manas hes 
in Gods booke: as youſee, menare rated, and 


| the Kings bookes.. See wharthy heart faith to} 


this 
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 Goſpell, (ſaith hee ) I care for nothingelſe, I 


. [whether it be the Livery of Chriſt; to profeſle- 


a. 


_2 3 
ribs” x: , 
 —_— 


onthe Sacramont. ; 


this, whether thou ſetteſt ſo much by thy ſelfe 
and by every man elſe, as be is in Gods favour , 


above others ; or wherker it bee ſomething elſe 
by which thou rateſt thy ſelfe and others : Con- 
fider whar is that outward Badge, that Livery, 
that Cognizance thou deſireſt ro weare, which 
thou wouldeſt boaſt of among men: you ſhall 
ſeEir in pawl, (faith he » When I come amongſt 
you, I doe « wot regard the excellencie of natur all 
w:ſedome, | care not to come with that; The 
time'was when prized it, as you prize it now , 
but now ( ſaith hee) iris another excellency 
which I ſecke, which I deſire to weare (as 1t 
were) When I come amongſt you;to preach the 


care not to bee thought to know any elſe, than 
Chrift cracifjed: Conſider with thy ſelte now 
what thou wouldſt have moſt eminent inthee , 


in theeyesand cares of men, that which thou | 


wouldeſt weare inthe view of all the world; 


thefeare of God, to excel! in grace and holy. 
nes,though the world diſgrace, deſpiſe and hate 


as he hath the eminency of grace and holineſle | 


thee for it ; Is this that thy hearr deſires? If ſo, 
irs Ffignethou ſeckeſt Chriſt for thy excellen- 
cy, Conſider. likewiſe what itis.that thou 
cltecmeſt thy chicfeft wiſedome;for itis the dif- 
poſition of men before they bee in Chriſt, be- 

fore they have experience ofthe wayes of God, 
| before they be grace when they look upon 


4 


thoſe 


| 


c I Cor, 2, 
12, 
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© Deut.4,6. 


fPhil, 3.7, 
8. 


they are © fpoliſhnefle to every naturell man: but 
when they are once in Chriſt, then they arewiſ- 
dome unto them, thatgg, they reckon himrhe 
wiſeſt man that excels” moſt in theſe fooliſh 
courſes, as before they deemed them. Itis the 
Lords expreſſion, Dew. 4. 6. © This ſhalt bee your 
wiſdowe before all people, to keepe my Lawes and 
Commandements, Conſtder now what is that 
thou reckonefſt thy chiefeſt wiſedame , before 
all people; whether that which before thou 
thinkedſt folly and weakneſle, and hadd't a'di(- 
poſition inthy heart to contemne and {torne ? 
whether now ſetreſt rhouitar a higher price; | 
and doft in truth thinke it thy 'wiſedome, and 
art willing that all the world ſhould know that 
thouthinkeſt ſo 2 By this you ſhall finde whe-" 


deting whether your hearts goethis way orno, | 
wo ſeeke a vertue in the ' excellencies of Teſus} 


thou mayeſt bee a Chriſtian, that chou mayeſt 
bee found in Chriſt;thatrhou mayeſt be able to 
ſay as Part ſaid, #1 reckon aff other thinss a 
drofſe, as baſe and vile things ; onely ts bee fab in 
Chriſt, to becloathed in hisrighteonſwee, to excel 


the firſt. F | 


_ G— 


ther you make Chriſt your excellency by coniſi-\| 


Chriſt, and ſo ſhew them forth to' others ; by | 
examining whether this be thy cheifeſtwiſhthat| : 


inthe graces of his Spirit; this oncly Tprizeas| 
{moſt excellent, and moſt worthy: And this is 


Treaſore| 


bn. as _ 


| 2 Secondly, conſider what is thy chiefeft/]. 


hoſe wayes in others, they reckon them folly, | 


Kc” a 
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| onthe Sacrament. 


fiel 


ſure, 
You will ſay, How ſhall Iknow it? 
Why, confider what metrdo with their trea- 


ſure, for it is certaine (as I ſaid before, of excel- 
lencte, ſo ) every man hath ſometreaſure or e- 


fomething that hee cſteemes of ,, which hee 
makes accotinrof. Laske-not whatthou art poſ- 
ſeſt of, but what thou moſt eſteemeſt? for trea- 
ſures-areas they are moſteſteemed of, As wee 
ſay of jewels, the worth'ofthem is according to 
mens fancies, according as they arecſteemed,ſo 
itis with every mans treaſure; One makes this 
ure, another that, Now (1 ſay) 


{you ſhall know what your trealureis,,, by theſe 
fmarkes.. 126 vet; 44 | 
4 1 Amanlayes up his treafyre:in the ſafeſt 
lace, Then if Chriſt bethy treaſure, thou wilt 
hy him up in the innermoſt parts of thy heart, 
{he ſhall notdwell inthy tongue; he ſhall bee laid 
upinthe cloſer of thy heart; hee ſhall not dwell 
inthy outward man, in thy underſtanding on- 
[1y, but hee ſhall bee laid upin thy inward part ; 
(that is J he ſhall bee pitched upon the yery, bot- 
| 'C3 tome 


Treafore for you ſee 8 Hee that had gotten the 
, bee gave all that hechad for it , and went away. 
rejoxcing, for hee reckoned it his greateſt trea- 
ſure, and worth all the reſt, Itis certaine, 
| whoſoever hath raken Chriſt , doth ſo-cfteeme 
| of him, hee reckons himto bee his chicfe trea-. 


ther; The pooreſt man that.js, hathatreaſure, 


thing histr | 
confider what thou makeft thy treaſure , and | 


Oneſs. 
Anſwer. 
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pol 


|romeof thy heart, and there hee ſhall reſtithere 


| Ieſus, when once thon layſt him up in thy heart, | 


[things elſe: Thou wilt then take heede of all 


thou wilt eatertainc him.. | 
2 Againe, whata mans treaſure is that hee| 

keepes with his greateſt care, with the teateſt! 

warineſſe and ſolicitude, So wilt thouthe Lord 


thou wilt not be carefull tor any thing, ſo much 
as to keepe him ſafe, thatis, tokeepe the afſu- 
rance of his favour ſafe ,. to keepe him neere 
thee, and thy ſelfeneere unto him; thy minde 
will be more carefull of this, more than of all 


things that may cauſe a diſtance betweene thee 
and him ; thou wiltthen take heede of wharſo- 
ever may looſe him, of whatſoever may make 
a ſeparation berweene the Lord and thee , thou 
wilt be more carefull for this , than any man is 
to keepe his wealth, or ro keepe whatſoever it is 
chat he makes his Treaſure, | 
3 Againe, whatſoever is thy treaſure that 
thou wilt moſt eſteeme, thou wilt ſerit at the 
higheſt rarc above all thingselſe. Beforea man 
is in Chriſtthere are many other things, which 
in truth, (howſoever hee pretend ſomething | 
elſe) hee prizeth at a higher ratethan Chriſt ;) 
Worldly vanities before heeis in Chriſt, ſeeme 
a things to him; but when heis in him once, | 
e lookes upon them with another eye. My be- | 
loved, youknow there was a time when ®* God 
looked upon the creatures and they were exceeding 


good, even all that axe inthe world; thoſe __ 
| that 
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onthe Sacrament. 


| 


that men fic ſomuch, I ſay, there wasa 
time when they were exceeding good : but 


| finne hath blowed upon them, it hath blaſted the 


beauty and vigour ofthem ,»{o that now when 
the Lord lookes upon them, this is the ſentence 
thatis pronounced of them, you know, .in Ecel, | 
2. They are all vanity and vexation of fpirit. Con- 
{der ifthoube able tolooke on all theſe things 
(eventhe beſt things the world hath) as kings 
w e 


| being but meere vanity; herein 


Lerd ſowed not mens happinefle, and therefore | 
thou canftnot thinke to reape it there, If you 
marke but the expreſſion the wiſe manuſeth in 
I . Beceſc daith hey dh things under the Sun are but 
vanity; now there is a reaſon conteined in rheſe 
words why they are but vanitic,for waters you 
know they aſcend not higher than the foun- 


taine, and they: carry not any thing higher than 


their owneaſcent ;' ſoall the creatures rhatbee 
inthe world, they be but under the Sunne, there. 
fore they cannot aſcend: to that happineſle | 
which is above the; Sunne, nor carry youto that 
condition which.is above; for happineſſe! is a- 
bove the Sunne, laid -up in Heaven: Therefore 
ſaith he, allthings under the Sunne if they bee 
conſidered to make.a man: happy, they are bur 
vanity; Now conſider whether thy judgemeart 
be ſo of themorno, -whether it bee conforma- 
bleto the holy 'Gboſt, whether thou haſt this 
conceit of all other things,butthe quite centra- | 
ry conceit of Jeſus Chriſt ; whether thou canſt 
C3 thinke 
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hioke of himg| as of one that is moſt excellent 


 |-ahd thycchigfeſt rreafurezas one that is farre be- 


yond all theſe, as'one upon whom thy heart is 


| pitched, as onein whomthy happineſſe is con- 
3 14 Againe; amanstreaſureis that which he 


will bee at any coſt to get, hee will bee at any 
-paines to attainc it, Ir is that, en which his 
Liakreds heflnneds and his affe&ions are occu- 
-piedabout. Is ir. ſo with thee when thou com- 


{-mieſt to Chriſt Icſus > artthouwilling to beeat 


more coſtand paines ro get him, thanany thing 


| beſides 2 Is thy. heart and affections 'more be-. 


ſtowed upon him 2 * For where 4 mans tredſareis, 
there bis beart s. I doenot aske whether thou 
beſtoweſt more time upon the/;marters of grace, 
| than the duties of thy calling; bur, whether 


; thou doſt them with more. intention, whether 
| 4thou'beſtoweſtr | 
| as eponthat whick-thoureckoneſtthy 


 timcand 1 


treaſure, 
' farreexcccedingall otherz: N 
..: .5-Fiftly ,confider whether thow artwilling 
to part with any thing rather thar'with Chrift 


= - 


Tefus:; for whatfocverts a mans'treaſure, 'you 
know amanwill part with any thing rather than 
it, Isit ſo with thee. had(t thou rather parr 
;withany thing than with Chrift+ than! to part 
with agood- conſcience; with the graces of the 
\Spirit,os with any thing that tends to holinefle 
to build thee up further inthe worke of Gods 


{grace 2 Ifay, confder whether thy /heart bee 


1 
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| Chriſt, for you ſhall find this, char Sathaniand || 


' | give thee dlithe riches;' and all rhe pl0vy Tu the \* 
world, if you will pert-with Chrift,' confider whe- 


| withlife, with goods, with' credit, 'with' plea- 


| on and minde, +then'Chriftis thy" chicfe" 


<heife joyahd 

| em get, 
{for that which-isa mans: chiefe oy dis, 
his life.,Forwee know lifeis 'noching 
| that joy.thartbe-heart bath; whereby itisnou-| 


| bedy ard ſoule-joynedeogerher, to bee livitiy! 
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willing to part with anything rather chan with | 
the world will cheaperrChrift , and whenthey*| 
come tobidding, they will-bid'well.. Conſider | 
whether thy: heart can give aperemptory an? | 
{wer to the world, and fay thus;"I will not ſel} | 
Chriſt, I will not ſella good conſcience for any | 
thing ; yea when Satan and thewortdbid high- | 
cſt, andtell theeas he did Chriſt; ® #hat bee will 


therthy heartbe readyto deny whatſoever tice 


which willbemoſt ſutablerro thy a mr ) 
whether thy heart hath taken this reſslutiont o 


itſclfe ; Chriſt is my chiefeft treaſure, T will 
part withall therefore, I will part withiberry, 
ſures, with profits, with whatſoever is neere 
and deare unto me, rather than I will part with 
the Lord Ieſus, Ifthis:he thy hearts reſoliti. 
lure;that's the ſecondrhings #49 35 Þ 
3 Thirdly, conſider whar is 
delight, what:is thy life ;/ (I purt : 
; elſebur| 


- 


-riſhed,and fedas it were , for lifets notro have 


1 man, ip thavſence weuſually rake life;for 


if har! 


bred 
* 
bak i-Y , 


offersto thee, ( as hewill beedurero offer that | 


—_— 


were 


—_— 


he 
—_—_—_— — — 


| puniſhment of finne; and indeed you ſhall finde 


| [oxen i | 
- | his life,enliven his ſonle, he cannorlive without 


.6, | reſt, hee dothas the Spouſe in the Camticles;) She 


' | he whom ber ſoute loved. So you ſhall finde, Be- | 
| low, whatſoever it is that your ſoules love, | - 


were life, then thoſe in hell ſhould net bee ſaid 
rodyethedeath, for you know inhell there is a | 
conjunction of ſoule and body, and yet men are 
nor ſaid to live there; foritis death whichisthe 


that there is ſomething a mans heart cleaves un-| 
to, wherein hee rejoyceth , which is the ſame 
with his life. Therefore leoke as the Soule 
enlivens the body, ſo the conjunRion ofthe 
things which he reckons his joy, thatis, 


them. Now if Chriſt bee thy chiefe joy, thou 
wilt finde this, that thou notlive without 
him, as menare wontto ſay oftheir delights; 
Sucha man cannotlive without ſuch athing 
ſoit is true ofevery manthat hath taken Chriſt, 
heis notable te live without him. This life is 
no life, and therefore if therebebuta ſeparation | 
berweene theeand Chrift, ifa mans conſcience] 
bee as'it were clouded fora time, hee findes no] 


ſeekes from owe place to another, and gives ber 
wo refs, till ſhe bim, and obo bacunſ wr 


| what itis that thy thoug upon; every |] - 


| wicked man, every-man thar is our of Chriſt, 


__there 


Fy - —— ll. 
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there is ſomething that his thoughts feed upon, 
ſome things there arc in contemplation of 
which the ſoule ſolaceth ir ſelfe, ſome pleaſures 
that are paſt ,preſenr, or ro comexthe very thin-! 
king of theſe are the greateſt ioy of his heart , 
he routes them under his tongue ; evenas a Scr-. 
vantthat hath got ſome dainty bit out of his Ma- 
ſters preſence, and eates it in a corner, {othe 
ſoule ofa man hath our of Chrift ſome ſecret, 
ſomeſtolen, ſome unlawfull delights , tharit 


well withthy ſelfe, wharbreakfaſt thy morning 
theughs have (that I may ſo ſay) what breake- 


iam, that food of thy ſoule, wherewith thy 
thoughts and affections are nouriſhed and re. 
freſhed from day today ; whether it be ſome 


by on-chy wealth, upon thy friends, or whetherir 
be on:Chrif. See (as Devidexerciſed it) whe- 


nall men have ſomething paſt whereby 

| comfort ates, foinribing preſcar "ms 
| by they cheare up their hearts, ſomething to 
come, ſomethi 


the meditation ofthe priviledges that he hath in 
Chriſt, the hope of Gods favour, Theſe are his 
- | appointed food, - theſe are the things that his 
ſoule feedes on in ſecrery yea'the very workes 


feeds upon and delights in ; Confider therefore | 


carnall pleaſure, ſome refleing on thy ſtate,up- | 


4 


"jp inhope. 'Socvery man that | - 
- | isin Chriſt, hee haththe comforts of the ſpirit , 


that he doth, thar —_ tobe the hardeſt part 


of| 


faſt they have every morning,what is that Pabu- | 


ther be they thy ofng! in the night time > All car- |; Plal,42, 
om 
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. . ofa Chriſtians life, the very workes thar hee 
- [doth in ſerving the Lord from day to day, 


live, bee Chriſt; or the aſſurance thou haft, that 


| difficult and doubtfull caſes, by reaſon ofthat 


j of man is ſubjet, There is ſomerhing that hee 
| | muſt havetolcane vnto,(marke it) for mankinde | 


even. that is his meate and his drinke , that | 
is, .it is as ſweet and acceptable to his ſoule, as 
meate and drinke is to. the hunger and thirſt of 
his body: Now conſider withthy ſelfe whether 
it be ſo with thee; whether that whichis thy 
continuall feaſt, witheut which thou canſt not 


he is thine and rhouart his; whether itbeethe 
priviledges thou haſt in him; and the things that 
belong tothe _— of God, See whether 
theſe be thy life, the things without which thou 
couldſtnot live, 'or whether'it bee fame thi 
elſe, ſome ſtollen delights, ſome unlawfull plea- 
ſures, ſome thing elſe thar.thy ſoule and afteRi- 
ons are ſer upon. This is the next thing by | 
which thou maieſt try thy ſelfe whether thou 
belong to Chriſt or no, to conſider whether he 
bee thy chicfe joy, whether thy ſaule bee moſt 
filled and fatisfyed with him. And this is the 
chirdthing. pt 

4 The fourth is , to know whether he be thy 
chicfe Refuge; If thou bee one that hath tooke 
him and received him, I ſay, he is thy chicfe re- 
fuge. - For every man hath ſome refuge, ſome 
caftle or other to which his ſoule retires in all 


indigency;thar inſufficiency to whichthe nature 


———— 


| enthe Sacrament. 
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is like: thar' generation which the Wiſeman 
ſpeakes/ of + You know it is ſayd of the 
| Connyes, * they ave a generation not ſfirong , and 
| whatrhen, and #berefore they have their burrowes 
| robidetbemfetves iu, 1 fay ſuch is the generati- 
on of mankinde,he is a'weake creature, a gene- 
ration not ſtrong, therefore there is ſomething 
that he nauſt leane to; ſomething our of him- 


firong hold, ſome refuge every man hath, I'fa 

view man hath nos. o other , an Frm 
he thinkes his ſoule may goe,and there hee may 
have ſuccour' in caſes daungerous and in trou- 
bles. Now confider what is thy refuge, whi- 
ther thy heart runnes inall ſuch caſes, ro what 
wing , to what ſtrong hold: In dangerous ca- 
ſes, you ſceevery creature hath ſome refuge or 
other, The Child runnes to his Mother, The 


earth, the Connyes to their burrowes; ſo every 
creature totheir ſeverall corners and recepta- 
cles __ to them: Lay ſo iris with every 
man, ' fo hath every one of you to whom 1 
1 ſpeake, there is ſomewhar thar isa ſecret refuge 
to which your hearts fly, Now conſider whe- 
'| ther that be Chriſt or ſemewhar elſe. A-cove- 
tous man (or rather a man ofthis word)he hath 
wealth for his ſtrong hold, in which his heart 
comferts it ſelfe, well, ſaith he, what change of 
time ſoever come, yerL have an eſtare ww 

meup; and when he is ill ſpoken of abroad, yet 
| D 2 hee 


\ſelfe, ſomE'ſufficiencie beſides himſelfe, ſome | 


Chickens runne to the henne, The Foxto his | - 


old |- 


| 
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|chemſelues; Thoſe thatare gios to Company 


. |another,every man hath his refuge. If. you will 


Y 


hee, applaudes himſelfe with that hee hath ar 
home, The Courtiers, they have the Princes fa- 
vour,that is their refuge wherein.they comfort 


they haue good fellowes ſuch as they;thatare 
their companions, and fo long as they ſpeake 
welbof them, they care not- who ſj il of 
them;Seme hage a refuge of this kind, ſome of 


looke into the Scriptures,you ſhall ſee Davids 
refuge, inany diſtreſie,vpon any occaſion;Ar 
® Ziglag be comferteth bimſelfe inthe Lord, his hart 
did fly to him.,as the chickens fly to the henne 
there he comforted himſelfe,there heſhrow 
himſelfe,there he encouraged himſelfe-in the 
Lord,When he fled from his ſonne 46/6/ox, was | 
nvt the Lord his refuge? Tet (ſaithhee) Hee is my 
buckler and my ſtrong bold, Pſalm 3, which was 
made vpon that occaſion, What was Zacobs tc. 
fuge when he fled from his- brother Zſasz Did 
not heegoe to the Lord,and ſecke to him by 
Prayer?? Lerd thou haſt ſaid thou-wilt doe me good, 
nowlfly vnto thee, I beſeechthee performerhy 
promiſe,thou art my refuge. Confider others 
now, what was their refuge; A4des,whenhec had | 
betrayed his Maiſter Chriſt,and his conſcience 
was vpon him for it,hee goes tothe high prieſts 
and brings rhe filyerto S—_ ſaith he,you 
ſer meaworke, you are the authors of- ir;and I 
hopeto find ſome comfortfromyou; you ſee he 
found little comfort in his mind, yet that was his 


rCc- 


cs 


mere 


——————— A 


on the Sacrament. 

refuge. The Kings of 1ſree/and Indab when th 
= iftrcſed they fledro Egypt and to four, 
to this er that helpe,which (the Lord ſaid)were 
broken reeds torhem,bur yet that was their re- 
fuge: This isthe manner ofevery man being our 
of Chriſt,of every unregenerate man,that 15 in 


his naturall eſtate, ſome refuge he harh;friends 


ſomething or other it is: andiif he bee deſtitute 
and have no refuge (as ſometimes it ſo falls our) 
then his heartis ſhaken as the leaves of the for- 
reſt; Their® beeyrs were ſhaken even for feare of the 
_ Aram,as the leaves are ſhaken in the forreſt, 
and why 2 becauſethey knew not how: to de- 
fend themſelyes: they had. nor refuge to fly to : 
Soyoulſee it was with Beiſbezers heart ; ſo 4eh;- 


the next day; and that there was no refuge for 
him:then 1fay their hearrs ſanke and dyed with- 
inthem: And now conſider how ir is with thee, 


| and which thy heart makes moſt account of, (for 
levery manthinkes with himſelfe, change of time 
may come,and whar ſhall bee my comfort,whar 
ſhall be my ftrong holdat that time. )Noſt thou 
flyeto leſus Chriſt * is hee thy ſucccur when 
- [thy heart is dejeRedar any time and faints withe 
in thee 2 from which fountaine doſt thou fetch 
thy comfort : Doſt thou fly to Chriſt, ro. com- 
fort thy-ſelfe in him, when thouart in a doubt. 


or wcalth,or credit,orthe favour of the Prince, 


tophel,and ſo'San,when he ſees that he muſt dye 


whar is:the refuge to which thy heart flyeth, | 


full caſe, that concernes thee as much as thy 
| D3 lite ? 
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The firſt Sermon | 


| whither to goe, hee dares not _ Chriſt,for | 


; life © - whither doft thou goe for counſell and 
dire&ion* is it.to Chriſt, to beſeech him to 
uide thee,and dire thee, when thou art preſ: 
ed hard * whither doth thy hearr goe for fuc- 
coux and for helpe to keepe thy ſelfe ſafe? Is ir 
to Chriſt, er to ſomewhatelſe * My beloved, 
I aflure youthis , thata-carnall man that is not 
in Chrif},intheſe times of diſtreſſe knowes not 


he feares that it ſhall beasked vpon what 
acquaintance? for he hath been a ſtranger tothe 
Lord,he was never acquainted with him :but a 
carnall manthar is out of Chrift, hee goes to 
his muſes,he goes to his farmes,he goes to. his 
buſhes,as the hunted hare was wont to docyto 
goeto the places that ſhe uſed when ſhe lived 
quiet,thither ſhee flyes when ſhe knowes not 
how to eſcape : ſo inthat faſhien it is with men, 
looke what things they were wont,to which 
their hearts had recourſe in time ofprofperitic, 
and what: their haunts haue beene;to thoſe bu- | 
ſhes they fly : But alas! they are but buſhes, ſuch 
as willnot defend them. Butnow the Chriſtian 
on the other {ide,the muſe, the tarme as it were 
(it is butto expreſle it to you) rhat his ſoule is | 
acquainted with, the ſtrong hold that hee was | 
wont to fly vnto, uponevery ſeverall evill,upon 
every ordinary doubt, vpon every deieftion, 
diſcouragementand fainting of heart, he was| » 
wont to fly to Chriſt, and there he was wontto 
find comfort, and thither hee goes in time of | 

| greateſt 
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08 difficulty in the day of death, and there 


' | cannot be taken away from any man that hath 


| 


beloved) he whom a:man feareth moſt, and lo. 


hee finds comfort. Conſider if hee bee thy 
chiefe refuge, for if thy heart bathtaken him as 
heis thy chiefe excellency, thy chiefe joy, thy 
chiefe treaſure; ſo he will be thy chiefeſt refuge, 
yea when all things elſe are taken away, yet 
that cover remaines ſafe : ſuppoſe thou be in 
priſon, ſuppoſe thy credit be taken away ,(I 
meane)thy worldly credit,(for the other credit 


Chrift,)ſuppoſe thy life be taken away, ſuppoſe 
thou bee ſtript of all that thou haſt; yer thou 
haſt Chrift for thy chiefe refuge,and thou thin- 
keſt ſo, and thy heart is faiafred with it. As 
Paul ſairb, when hee was a priſoner, when he 
was naked, when he was deſtitute, when he 
was ſtript of all,yet(ſaith he "7 know whom 1 haze 
truſted, AS if he ſhould lay, yet I haue him ſafe, 
yet my coveris over my head, yet I'am ſafe in 
my caftle , 1 haue choſen him, I hauc him in 
death, 'y<a then Chriſt he is advantage, he is a 
cover, acaftle, and a refuge. 

5 Laſt of all: confider whom thou ſetteſt up 
for thy Chiefeſt Commannaer, who it is to whom 
thougiveft the chiefe command inthine heart. 
Youwill ſay how ſhalll know that ? Why(my 


veth moſt, that is, hie wheſe friendſhip above all 
others he would leaft looſe, and whoſe diſlike 
and ſeparation he doth moſt feare, certainly he 


will bee moſt obedient to him,he will be _—_ 
ObD- 
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obſervant ef him. Art thou ſoto Chriſt - take 
all therhings in the world, if thouſer vp him, as 
him whom thou moſt feareſt and loveſt, thou 
-wilt moſt obey him: So againe, he whom thou 
thinkeſt can doe thee the greateſt good,and the 
ercateſt hurt, him thou wilt moſt obey; if thou 
thinkeſt in good earneſt that Chriſt is able to 
doe it, certainly then thou wilt moſt obey him. 
As for example, ifthou looke to any man inthe 
world, a man that is out of Chriſt, he thinkes 
thatthe favour.or the wealth of the King, can 
doe him more good and more hurt, than the 
favour, or the loſſe ofthe favour of Chriſt ; He 
cthinkes that wealth, or credit, or ſomething | 
elſe, (many things there are that hee thinkes) 

can doe him more good and more hurt, there- 
fore hee more reſpeas their command, than 
the command of Chriſt ; but a manthat ſets vp 
him for his chiefe Commander, hee regards no- 
thing elſe when it comes to croſſe ir, when it 
comes to thwart any command of Chrift, be- 
cauſe hee ſaith thusto himſelfe in his heart in 
ſecret : It is the Lord that can do the greateſt 
good, and the greateſt hurt, therefore I care for 
no more, So Naebeth he carcd not for A4bevs 
wrath, So © Merdecey cared not for Hemans dil- 
pleaſure : ſo did the Apoftles,they cared not for 
the High Prieſts,ngr what they could dec, 47s 
1 4- 50.did the z children (as you call them) the 
*cared wot for the fiery furnace of Nabucaduezar, 


"hs 


| 16,15, = nor for all that hee was able to doe ; and gf 
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| onthe Satriment, 
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. becauſe they thought char -Chrift, that God was 
able ro doethem more hurt, and more good. 
Nowtake any Commander in the world,when 
you regard notthe puniſhment, nor the reward 
that-heisable ro inflitor to'give you; his aw] 
thority js.gonie ;Now when you' ſet vp Chriſt, 
and thinke 10.of Chriſt, you are ready to obey 
tiim,& obey him rather than any other: There- 
fore conſider with thy: ſelfe this, and cenfider 
{criouſlyzaske-thy heart the queſtion, what is 
thatthouſetteſt vpto be thy chieteſt Comman- 
der 2 For:there are three great Commanders in' 
the world, that divide all mankinde berweene 
them almoſt, And-that is wealth, and eftate; 
worldly credit and honour, to liue in eſteeme ; 
pleaſures, and _— Now thinke with thy 
ſelfe when any of theſe three great Comman- 
ders come with any command, contrary to 
that which Chriſt commands, thinke with thy 
ſelfe what thou wilt doc in ſuch a cafe, what 
waſt thou wont todoe, looke to paſt experi- | 
ence: looke backe to thy former wayes, ſee 
what thou waſt wont to doe: thinke 'with thy 
ſelfe when ſuch a Command comes, what thy 
heart reaſons vpon, if concupiſcence, ifaſtrong 


thee to doe lomething, which is contrary to 

that which Chriſt would baue thee to do, what 

art thou ready to doe inſuch a caſe ? It thy pro- 

fit, the maintenance! of thy. cftate, thy liberty, 

Vu wealth, thy, CONFIRE inthis world _ | 
{ an 


—— 


luſt, ifa ſtrong. impetuous defire come, and bid 
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1 ſhall be wrung and pincht for ir, I ſhall loſe ſuch 


| and command thee to doe one thing, and thy| 


conſcience (which is Chriſts vicegerent) come 
in his ſtead, and command thee another thing, 
whataxt thou mn to doe in that caſe: ? for 
 whenthy credit, thy honour, and reputation, 
thy vaineglory ſhall come and bidtheedoeonc 
thing, and Chriſt ſhall bid thee doe another, 
whar is thy reſolutiqn, what art thou wont to 
doe < By this thou ſhalt know whether thou ſet- 
teſt vp Chriſt,as the chicfe Commander in 
heartor no,whether thou giveſt him thy chie 
throne , whether thou cxalteft him for God 
in thy keart ; you know when you exalt him 
for God, every thingthen yeelds, ifin truth hee 
be ſer vpfor God inthy heart: Therefore con- 
fider whar it isthat thy hearr ſets higheft, whe 
ther thou exalteſt him moſt, 17ncther (when 
any of theſe threatning, crying cnmmands 
come) thou canſt give rhem an abſolute denyall, 
and ſay with thy ſelfe, I willnot obey you; and 
ifchey threatenimpriſonment, or diſgrace, and 
lofſe of life, and if I doe net obey ſuchaluft, 1 


delights :well,I am reſolved to beare all this : 
on the other ſide, when they ſhal/ come with 
faire proffers, you ſhall haue this honour, and 
this advancement, and this convenicnce. if thy 
heart can ſay now, I will haue none of you, for 
I ſee it isa command contrary to his that is 
aboue, whom I haue ſer vp for my chicfe 
Commander,whomlT reſolueto obey whom 1 


wr _— 


take 
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take to be greater thanall the friendſhip in the 
world, chanall the profits, pleaſures, and credits 
iathe world, I ſay thus examine the ſelfe what 


command; and(let mee touch that by the way ) 
thou muſt alſo ſhew thy obedience to Chriſt, 
in thy obedience to others ; My beloved there 
are-indifferent things, thar are in themſelves 
not gf momentione way or othagy. whether wee 
'doethemor notdo them, and though the omiſ. 
lion of them in themſclues be nothing, yet 
when it ſhall be of contempt and neglect of 
thoſe that are ſetin ſuperiour place over you, 
in ſuchacaſe you ought notto doe it : this is a 

rule,and atrue rule in divinity, that igdifferent 

things may be omitred except in two caſes, in 

caſe of ſcandall,and in caſe of neglea, and con- 

tempt of authority : therefore when there is 

nnglaanica men ſhew contempt,for that caſe 
itis tobedone, though for the other it is not 

to bedone, This I touch but by the way, that 
pou may confider it in your particular occa- 

ion, RT - 


by which you may know if you have tooke: 

hriſt,orno : yee know when a man comes to 
examine himſelfe whether hebe a fit man, aman | 
thatharh any rightto cometo the Lords table, 
heemuſt conſider whether hee bee in Chriſt, 
otherwiſe he hath nothingto doe cither with 


thy heart is toward Chriſt, what it is to his | 


Now my beloved, you ſee theſe five things, | * 


his priviledge, or with any other, Nowto bee | 
E 2 


in 
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| in Chriſt, there muſt (as Haid)goca' double 
a&, there muſt be one on thy owne fide, there 
muſt be one act onthy part to take him, and 
there muſt be ana&t on his part, theregoes out 
a ſtrength anda vertue from him by which hee 
rakes thee and comprehends thee - The time is 
paſt, and I cannot proced further,onely remem: 
ber this that hath beene ſaid to, you; and'"exa- 
[ | wine your ſclygs by it whether yoube- ig the 
| truth, whether you make Chriſt your chiefe 
Excellencie,y our chicfe Treeſsre,your chiefe /oy, 
your chiefe Refuge, your chicfe Commander ; if 
thou finde that thou haſt done this, if thou finde 
| thy heart wrought roſuch-an aas this, ro rake 
Chriſt in ſuch a manner, then thou haſt Chrift, 
thou art in him, then thou | haſta righrin him, 
| and maift come with comfort: bur it thou have 
itnot, then I muſt charge every one of you in 
the name of Chriſt Ieſus (in whoſe authoricy 
we come) that you- meddle not with ſuch holy al \ 

myſteries, My Beloued you know what I haue 
oftentold you, there is a neceſſity layd on: men 
ro come to the Sacrament : you know he that 
v Levit.231 | neglected the ® Paſſover was to be cut of from the 
#9 * | people, It wasavery great finne; {oirwas to 
omit the Sacrament : you haue- diverſe Sacra- 
ments every Tearme,and if your bufinefle hin: 
| der you from one, you may come to another ; 
| yea there is a neceſliry lyes vpon you to. come, 
ut yet we muſt giue youa double charge, one 
that you omit.it-not,andanother thatyou come; 
not 
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that is;-that thcre is an "Ad of Chriſt to 
make an union betwixt vs, thatwe may be his, 
and he ours :there is an act of his,that is, there 
1s a certaine power or vertue comes. from! him, 
evcnasthere doth; from the Load-ſtonerg the 
iron, that drawes.thee to him;there goes outa 
vertue and power from him as roxthe- woman 
that touched the hemme of his garment, that 
healed her bloody.iflue, ſuch a power goes out 
from Chaiſt twevery man, thatis'/4n;bun; And 
as you inuſt examine it by, your 'owne at, ſo in 
the ſecond place you areto, examine jr by this ; 
conſider whether there hath gone. ov, any ſuch 
power from Chrift to take &comprehend thee: 
For you muſt know this, that when once we are 
in Chriſt, then there - goes forthan cffeuall 
almighty power from, him, wliich doth not- 
make 8Jiule light-altergrionon: the: ſuperticics 


E 2 of | 


nor hither vnlefſe you bein Chriſt ; what haſt) 
thou to doe that arta profane perſon; thou haſt 
nothing to doe with -Chriſt, thou thatarr yera 
ſtranger ro bimghatthou ſhouldeſt thruſt into | 

| the: Lordstable, ; thay ought'ſt nottodocit, if | 
thou doſt, * thow eateſ# and drinkeft thy owne dam. | = 1 Cor. 
nation,inſtead ofthy ſalvation. 018 
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| in vs,norfome-good conception onely .of pur. 


f they come to the birth, there is no ſtrength to 


| thou haſt found any experience of ſuch apower 


otthe heacr, but icalrers the very frame of tc, 
it curnes the very rudder of the hear, o that a 
mans courſe is'to a quite contrary pointof the 
compaſſe, iris fachan alteration as doth-breed 


poſes and defires which many have,which when 


bring them forth : but he gives to vs a power 
and trength co eſis das: That is, hee 
doth pot put vpon us a waſhy colour of pro- 
fefion,but hee dyerh us in graine with grace 
and holinefſe. Andtherefore conſider whether 


oing out from Chriſtto thy heartz This my 

loved, differs from common graces, from the 
commonforme of godlinefſe which is in the 
world, as muchas the life © differs from the | 
piure, or the ſubſtance from the ſhadow; as a 
through performance differs from a proffer, or 
an offer :or as that which hath ſinewes and 
vigour, differs from that which is weake and 
owerles, Therforethis power of Chriſt which 

e puts forth and diffuſeth into the heart of 
cuecry manthart is in him,is called the Kingdome. 
And the? Kingdowe of Chriſt & wot in word, but in 
power: That is, when once he rules but as a King, 
hee exerciſeth a __ there, and he ſaith 
not onely tous; I will haue ſuch a thing done, 
they are not weake and powerlefſe commands 
that he giuesto the heart of a man that he dwels 


in;but ſaich he,7he Kingdom? of God is not it _ 
wt 
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but in power, that is,thete goes ancfficacie with 
es omen _ ,.there goes Get gd | 
wit hem,thatbrings every ught.and ev 
rebellious affeion-1nto ſubieRion. to. it ; An 
therefore conſider I ſay; if chou-wouldeſt have 
theſe vertues, whethar:thoube in Chriſt, whe: 
ther aay ſuch power hath gone out from Chriſt 
tothy heart. ' 

Bur youwill fay, what is this power and. yer- 
cue,andin what manner: is it infuſed. imo :the 
hearrof man\for this ſeemes to beattarration of 

athing a farre off Tt 
| My beloved, wewillexplaine iras wellas we 
canto youzevenas.youlce an Artificer working 
with tus inftwumem;, there gaesacerraine vertue 
out from / tharart which-is in/his. minde, and 
guides rhe'inftrumentro makethis or that, the 
which withour' ir could not be done, when hee 
makes any arrificiall thing as a knife, or a ſword; 
or whenthe Potter faſtiions the pott, his hand 
| is ſer on worke, and there is acertaine inviſible 
paſſage, acertaine ſecretinfluence ofthe art that 
goes along with his hand, that brings forth ſuch 
an artificiallthing, or even as you ice the mem.- 
bers move;a man moving his arme,or his hand, 
orany part of his body, there goes a certaine 
vertue from his will, a-certaine ſecret power, 
efficacy, and command that ſtirres- them this 
way or that way; the thing. weſce nor, yet we 
ſceitineffeR, or as you lee it in the creature, 


have 
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youſee the creatures that God hath made, they | 


| 
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inftigated rodoe chis or-thar; . you ſeethe birds 
arc inſtigaredro make their neſts of ſuc h a fathi- 
on,at ſuch a'ſeaſon; ſo every'treature.accor- 
ding to his ſeverall kinde5Theregocs our from 
God who is the-auth6ur'of 'natare 1to- theſe 
workes of! nature,acertdine-' vertue that. puts 
them on, and inſtigates them to this-or that : 
and as youſee anarrow thatis ſhorby-the/Ar- 
cher, there" goesa aha nr witlrit;that 
direQs it juſtrs- ſuchzmarke,1d farre;and:ino 
further . So after this manner 'there:comes a 
power from Chriſt ro: his members; /as ſoone 


divine, unexpreſſable efficacyrharworkes vpon 
the heart ofhim-in whom he dwells. And there- 
fore the conjunftion 'berween him and vs, is 
compared to that which is berweene the foule 


according to its willand pleafure: ſuch an eff- 
_ ſhalt thou find, ifthou belong vnco: hin, 
att 

1a thee'or na,” © - | mM gnols 226: 
But you will ſay, towhar purpoſe is this effi- 
cacy, and what doth it in my heart when. it 


Why, Iwill tell thee 'whatitdoth, it is ex- 


is in Chriſt is made'a new creature ; That 1s the 
worke it effeQs; it is ſucha power and efficacy 


as makes thee a new creature;That is,[tbreakes 


have all rhedoveraltinftinQs; by which they are 


and the body,thataRts and ſtirres vs toand fro, | 


therefore conſider if there beeſucha thing 


comes there > + 


prefſed in plaine'termes 2. Cor:;s: 17.#beſoever - 


| 


as'a man'isin” 'himy;there-comesſucha; ſecret þ 


in | 
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in peeces the old building, it quite takes away 
the firſt print; As whena man comes to make a 
new ſtampe, the firſt muſt bee removed. So 
that this efficacy that gees our from Chriſt, it 
hath a double vertue in thy foule, to weare out 
the old ftampe, to breed a death of the old na- 
ture, of the old man, to ruine and breake downe 
the old building, and to ſet vpa,new one and 
that che ſcripture calls a new creature:and there. 


ſuch a vertue as hath put: thy heart into ſuch a 
new frame, as hath moulded it all cogether ,and 
hath purir into another faſhion than it was,con- 
ſidec whether all in chee be new. 

You will ſay,this is ftrange, muſt all be new * 

My beloved, you know the words they are 
clearc; * old things are peſſed away, all things are 
becom new. (In the ſame place which I quoted 
before)that as the command was in the offering 
of the Paſſover, nor a jot of old leaven, but we 
muſt part with it, Now this is the nature of 
leaven, It is alwayes purging our, and it will be 
purging out while weare here, only the efficacy 
and ſtrength thereof remaines not ;Then thinke 
with thy ſclfe, is allnew in me 2looke what na- 
turall diſpoſition T haue had: looke what naturall 
luſts and deſires I hauc had, ſee what acts I was 
wont to doe, whar old haunts and cuſtomes I 
haue had,looke what old company I kept, what 
old courſes I rooke, what my traQ hath beene; 


is all this altered and every thing become new? 


fore conſider with thy ſelfe, wherher thou find | 


(for | 
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(for, ſaith he, ir muſt beb a newereatare, a new 
nature :) Tharis, itis' not enough fora man to 
haue a new courle for a fit,to haue new purpoſes 
and a new change thateomes like flaſhes, I ſay, 
that is not enough; you may haue many new 
thinges in you, that may bein old hearts, *like 
peeces of new cloath in old garments, that will doe 
thee no good atall, the Lord regards not that: 
like new wine in old veſſells, {0 itis where there 
are ſome new things, that are good things in 
themſelves; in a carnall and old heart, they are 
not fit for the heart, and theretore they never 
ſtay long there : So ſaiththe text, Pat 4 new peece 
znto an old garment, and it makes the rent greater. 

Therefore all muſt benew, I ſay there muſt 
be anew nature, that theſe new things may be 
there : even as the ſeverall creatures are in their 
ſeverall elements, as the elements are in their 
owne place,-as the plants are in their proper 
ſoyle,as the branches arevpontheir own roote. 
For theathey floriſh, then they hold our, then 
they continue, Therefore ſee whether this vi- 
gor, this efficacy, this vertue hath gone out 
from Chriſt into thy heart, whether ir hath not 
only renewedall in thee, bur alſo-hathgiventhee 
a new nature; Thatis, whether it hath wrought 
{uch a change in thee,that all the wayes of god- 
lines and new obedience, become ina meaſure 
naturall ro thee, fo that thoy canſk doe them 
cheerefully, even as we heare, and {ce, and doe 
naturall actions, and that thou doſt them with- 
out 


onthe Sacrament. 


out wearineſle : for you know, things that are 
naturall wee are not weary of them; And ſo 
thou wilt doe them conſtantly, for what is na- 
 turall, ſtayes and abides by us, that it out- 
erowesandout-wearies what ever is in us beſide; 
Now hath there a vertue gone out from Chriſt, 
that hath wrought all this 1n you,that hath made 
all new, hath notonly done ſo, but hath made it 
naturallto thee? Burt you will ſay, muſt it needs 
be ſo,cannot Chrift take and comprehend mee, 
but there muſt bee this wonderfull change 
wrought, who can bee ſaved then ? I hauethen 
but little hope, when Iam vpon my death bed, 
and then ſhall looke vpon my old nature, and 
find no ſuch worke as this — vpon me , 
Beloved, I beſeech you conſider this, that there 
is a neceſſity of it: It is ſo,and it muſt bee ſo, and 
except you have it, you cannot be ſaved;you ſee 
the words in the Scriptures are moſt cleare, 
{ pphboſocever is in Chriſt #& a new creature : Doe 
but conſider whether it be ſo or no, theremuſt 
be withall © 4 new heaven and a new earth; You 
| ſeethat was the great promiſethat was tor bee 


new preiſthood, was it not a new covenant, hath 
not the Lord ſaid, there muſt bee a new heaven 
and « new earth, That is,new graces from heayen, 
anda new company of men wrought on, and 
changed by thoſe graces ? Shall old A4dam,thoſe 
that are borne of him,ſhall they receive apower 
from him, to make them like to him, to carry 
| ” & /Þ his 
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he muſt cleanſe thy heart, he muſt faſhion i, 


his Image,to bee corrupt, and carnall,and finfull} 
as hee is: And doe you not thinke that the New 
Adam, the Second Adam, ſhall have as much 
efficacy in him to make thoſe new creatures,that 
arcin him,that come to him? Certainly there 1s 
as. much power, life, and vigor in the new 
Adams, tochange every man that is in him, that 
comes to him, and to make the new Creatures,as Þ 
in the old Adam,to makethem like him:Beſides, 
hath not Chriſt ſaid plainely, I camenot intothe 
world to ſaue foules only, rhatis not my buſines 
alone{ though that was a great part of the buli- 
nefſe and errand for which he came into the 
world) but (ſairh he)f/ came #0 purifie « people to 
my ſelfe, zeatous of good workes : iN che-2 Ti. 
Now ifthat ere the end of Chrilts comming, 
doſt thou thinke thathee will looſe his end * 
"And therefore its impoſſible, that any man 
ſhould be ſaved, orhaue part in Chriſt, and that 
he ſhould be in Chriſt and Chrift in him,except | 
his heartbe purified ſo.,asto be zealous of good 
workes.If Chriſt dwell in thy heart,thou mayſt 
eaſily know it; for doſtthou thinke, that Chriſt 
will dwell.ina foule and uncleane place ? hath 
he not8 prreeyes 2 And therefore 1t is certaine 
 whereſoever he dwells, that place muſt be «fit 
Temple for him t0 dwellin, Wherefore ofneceſlity 


| and keepe it pure, and cleane, and ſweer, ſoas it| 
may be a fit Temple for him and his Spiritto 


dwell and delight in, Beſides goth he not looke 
| | ro 
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to his glory in all thoſe that belong to him 2 
hee hath many eyes to looke upon them as it 
were,there arch many ſpectators men and Angells, 
to ſee what they are, and how they behaue 
themſclues: If hee ſhould haue a company of 
men to belong unto him that are carnall, per- 
verſe, and worldly minded, rhat haue crooked 
| wayes like other men, would this bee for his 
honour 2 would it not bee ſaid, Like men, like 
Maſter? would it not reflet upon him? Cer- 
| tainly it would; and therefore the Lord fo or- 
ders it, that thoſe whom he hath redeemed, 
i ſhould bee holy in all maner of corverſation : Saith 
hee, you mf be as 1 am, elſe it will bee for my 
diſhonour, As 1 am holy, ſo. every one of you muſt 
be holy,in. all manner of converſation ; Therefore 
letno man deceiue 
one away and yet bein Chriſt, and be ſaved 
[through Chriſt and the mercics of God in 
Chriſt, when there goes ont no ſuch .vertue 


worke on him, to alter him, to make himano- 
ther creature 5 And thercforel beſcech you in 
the examining ofthis, (for its a matter of great 
moment)to conſider with your {clues, if this be 
wroughtin you or nog whetker you findean 
experiment & cffe&.of this mighty power, cth- 
cacy, andvertue:and let mee bring youa little 
ro particulars, Haththere gone out a vertue from 
him to enable thee to belceue > Thereis a faith: 


and power from Chriſt. to change him, to|. 
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inthe Deity, there is a faith required in the pro- 
miſes of God, there is a faith required in the 
providence of God,to thinke that every particu- 
lar thing is ordered byit; There ts alfo a faith 
in all the threatnings of God: Now for the man- 
ner of propounding; when the Scripture comes 
to propound any thing, ir propounds it thus, and 
no more :as you ſee in Moſes, he writes nothing, 
but * In the beginning God made heaven and earth, 
&c. And ſothe Fi oltles write z Sucha thing 
was done, | 1e/us Chriſt was borne of the Virgin 
Mary; Thus and thu he did: Now when the na- 
ked obje& is propounded, other writers what 
they deliver or write is rationall; They uſe Rea- 
ſons and arguments to convince men of thoſe 
things which they deliver ; But when the Scrip- 
eure ſers downe any propoſitions of faith, it 
doth but barely propound them, for there is the 
_— of God and authority of God in them, 
to confirme them, | 

Butnow here you will demand, (the propoſi- 
tion being but nakedly laid downe in the Scrip-! 
tures) ghat will enable a man tobelceve' it ? 

E anſwer : that certainly there is a mighty 
power that goes out from God & from Chriſt, 
that enables thee te beleeve with this efficacy, 
that where the obie& is ſer before thee, there 
goes out a power/from him to worke faith in 
thy heart,whereby thoutruly beleeveſtit, and 
fo it appeares in thy life : we thinke we beleeve 


thoſe things,but our lives doe manifeſt the c6n- 


trary ; 
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trary ;/ namely, That there is notaipowerfull 
faith wrought inus; forall the errours of our 
lives (though we obſerve them not): ariſe from 
hence, that theſe Principles are not throughly 
beleeved : if they were, 1t could not bee, thar 
there ſhould bee ſuch inconveniences in the 
lives of men;Therefore conſider if this faith be 
wrought inthee, whether ſuch a power hath 
gone out,to worke ſuch a faith, that hath chan- 
ged thy whole courſe, as itwilldoe, if it bee 
once wrought in thee, by the pewer of Chriſt : 
So alſo conſider, whether there hath a vertue 
gone out from himto worke love inthy heart 
**[to the Lord; for otherwiſe it is certaine that 
there-is no man in the world that is able to love 
God, orto come neere him, for all love rifeth 
from Similitude, there mult bee an agreement 
and {imilitude betweene thoſe rwo that love : 
Now every man by nature is as contrary to 
Gods pure nature, as fire isro water, and with- 
out an almighty power tochange his nature,and 
to worke a particular affetion of love inhim, 
hecan never be able to love God: therefore its 
the baptiſme of the holy Ghoſt; ® 7 ill baptize 
you with the holy Ghoſt and with fire, that is, with 
the holy Ghoſt which is fire. 2 w4 multiply 
thy ſerrowes and thy conceptions, That is, the for. 
Towes of thy conceptions. Now love is as fitc 
inthe heart, and one fire muſt deger another ; 
And therefore you have it in the common pro. 


10073 - 
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verbe, Love w 4 thing that cannot be beught with | 
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| Chriſt, there goes out a vertue fromhim, that 
{ſtampes upon thy heart this holy affeRian, thar | 


mount «ines of gold and ſilver; yet it thou bee in 


breedesin thee this holy fire of love,ſothatrhy 
heart cleaves rohim, thou loveſt him with as 
true, with.as genuine, as natural), and as ſenſible | 
love, as thou loveſt any friend ; as thouloveſt 
any crearure inthe world, Confiderif this bee 
wrought in thee or no, And fo for thy know- 
ledge;there is alſoa power in it, confider whe- 
ther aty ſuch vertue hath gone out from Chriſt, 
— wg the knowledge which thou haſt, power- 
full. | 
You will fay,whar is that? | 
Thar is, to bring oa theſe truths which thy 
heart afſents unto,to bring them with that evi-. 
dence,and fulnefſe of demonſtration, that thou 
(hak yeeld untothem, and praRtiſe them accor- 
ding tothy knowledge. Beloved,chereis much 
knowledgeamong us,burt who praQiſerh accor- 
ding te his knowledge 2* we know God, but wee 
glerifie him not as God;; and the reaſon is, becauſe 
there hath not gonea power with that know- 
ledge,. to make it lively and effetuall, to pafſe 
chrough all the faculties of the ſoule, and to 
overrule them; for if there were ſuch know-| 
ledge,it would alwayes draw affe&ion an1 pra- 
Aiſc withit.So likewiſe confider, whether there 
hatch gone a power from him to mortifie thy 
luſts ?1W/hoſoever ts in Chrift hath cracified the fleſh 
with the affettions and lufts, not to lay them a- | 
| {leepe 


et. 
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{leepe onely, butto mortifie and ſubduethem, 
Sce likewiſe whether there hath a power gone 
out frotn Chriſt, ro helpe thee to overcome rhe 
world, The laſts of thine eyes, the laſts of the fleſh, 
ad the pride of tifs;, for whoſoever is in Chriſt 
overcomes the world, and all that is in the world. 
The world hath many things to worke upon us, 


it hath diſgraces, it hath ſlanders and reproches, 
which it cafts upon holy men,and upon the holy 
waycs of God. And the men that are atoursin 
this, are thedivels fa&tours, though they thinke 
not ſo,as the Apoſtle Zemes expreſicth it;e Their 


' | Somgues are [es on fireof hell, to deviſe ſlanders 


and falſe reports, and to faſten them upon holy 


| meg, eſpecially upon the Miniſters of the Gol- 


pell,: and ſouponall the wayes of God : I ſay 
they are the divels fatours,though they thinke 
not ſ6 : and thoſe that beleeve them are the 
devils receivers, the one hath thedevill in his 
congue,the other in his eare. But the Lord hath 
appointed this. This is one thing whereby the 
world fights againſt the wayes of God, to dil- 


might be ſtumbling þlockes ro them. So it was 
with Chriſt, he * was the falling of. many in 1/7 ae! 
by reaſon of this ; ſo was Paal,as a deceiver, and 


| yet true, &c, Couſider if chou haſt this cfhcacy 


put into thy heart, that thou art able toover 
come this, that thou art able ro overcome all 


ay offences.and perſecutions, all the flaunders 
G 


and 


———— 


and to reſiſt and oppoſe vs: It hath perſecutions, 


courage. men and to hinder them, that they | 
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\ And this is confidered in theſe Five things, (1 
| will but name them very briefely. )Firſt, when a 
| man comes to recciue the Sacrament, it's not c- 


and reproaches that are caſt upon the wayes - 
God; and notwithſtanding that,tothink well o 
them, and to walke in them, and praQiſe them. 
Likewiſe,as it haththeſe things on the one hand, 
ſo it hathpleaſures, preferments, glory, riches, 
credit,and all things of that nature onthe other, | 
art thou able te overcome alltheſe * So toſhut 
up this point 8 proſecute itno further, thus you 
ſhall know whether you be in Chriſt: for that is 
the point z we beve 4ſſprance in bim, that if wee 
aske any thing wee ſhall be heard, but firſt we muſt 
be in him ; now to know whether we be in him 
(as you haue heard)rhere muſt be an a& of ours, 
and ſecondly an aCt of his, which is this power 
that goes out from him, tochange, to take and 
comprehend us. $0 muchfor the firſt thin 
Now for the ſecond;if a man will apply or 
take*to himſelfe the priviledges we haue by 
Chriſt, as this particular priviledge of being 
heard in our prayers, of coming to the Sacra- 
ment, or any other, knew this, that it is not e- 
nough to be in Chriſt only, but there muſt be a 
ceftaine qualification, a certaing immediate fa- 
ſhioning, and preparation of the heart, or elſe 
though thou haue a right to the priviledges, 
though they belong to thee; yet thoa art ſuſpen- 
ded from the uſe, benefit,and comfort of them. 


nough for him to be in Chriſt, no nor when hee | 
| | 1s 


— 
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is cometo do ſome other duties, but moreover 
there mult be this alſo; thoſe graces thou haſt, 
this change, this new creature that is wrought 
in thee, which is buta heape of particular graces, 
theſe muſt be aFed and flirred up upon {uch an 
occaſion:Itis true,no man oughtto comeexcepr 
hee haue the graces of Gods Spirit wrought in 
his heart, that they may lye there inthe habits, 
that they may be in the heart as fire raked inthe 
aſhes, Bur ifa man will come to recciue the Sa- 
crament, and ſuffer theſe habits, theſe graces he 


receiuer; (there are indeed degrees of unworthi- 
nefle ) he comes notas a worthy receiuet except 
hee ſtirrethem up, except they be acted at that 
very time:As for example; when we come to 
recciuethe Sacrament, wee ought than to hauc 


an eſpeciall humiliation and fqrrow for eur 


{ianes; wee ought then to haue an eſpeciall love 
to Ieſus Chriſt zwe ought then ro haue a ſpciall 
wo 4y 4 in him, and inall the an we 
haue by him; wee ought then to hauea ſpeciall 
loue to our brethern, the men with whom wee 


| converſe, and among whom weelive: now if a 


man come andreceiue, and do not ſtirreup and 
a@Rtheſegraces, he receiues unworthily,and my 
ground for it, is this ; you ſee in the feaſt of 


|| Reconciliation, the Tenth day of the Seventh 
/] moneth, the Lord tels them there;you ſhall come, 


ard you fhall keepe it and you (hall not doe worke,&c. 


But is this enough © no, he that doth not attually 


G2 af- 


a 
x he ttt. b 


hath to lie (till there, he comes not asa worthy | 
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eEccleſ, 3, 
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| [not ſtand to repeatethe places :Thatis, it's not 


affal? his ſoule ({aith he) that day, be jual be cut off | 
from his people, Levite23.27. That is,thoughthey 

hada habiruall diſpofitien,and their hearts were 
prepared to ſorrow for their finnes,.and ts take 
them to heart and bewaile them, thisis not e- 
nough, ( faith hee ) atthis time you muſt affli& 
your ſoules, that is, there muſt be a ftirring up 
of that ſorrow : Solitkewiſe you finde this in the 
feaſts, in more places than one, that when they 
cometo keepe the feaſts, atthat time they ſhall 
eate and drinke, and refreſh themſclues, but in 
any caſe rejoyce,Dewt. 12. and Deas, 16. I will 


enoughfor you to haue thankfull hearts, to have 
hearts prepared for: theſe thinges in-the habit, 
but you muſt ther rejoyce, for it is the ſeaſon 
of it , ( for every * thing 5 good in it's ſeaſon) and 
the Lord requvires itatſuch a time, Therefore 
thus thinke with thy ſelfe, whenſoever thou 
comeſt. to receiue. the Sacrament, this is the 
time that the graces Thave, the habituall graces, 
muſt benew pointed as ir were, they muſt be 
new wherted, new ſcowred, thatthey may be 
bright and ſhining upen ſuch an occafion, when 
the Lord calls for it, you muſt then quicken 
chem, and ſtirre them up, thatthey may be all 
ated in your hearts, 

And this is one thing, that it's not enough for 
a manto bein Chriſt, to take the priviledges 
that belong to him, butthere is a certaine quva- 


lification. required that muſt be done at that 
TER time, 
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time, when the Covenant is renewed And this 
is one, to have the graces thus ated, - 
Secondly, there muſt be a new Reconciliation, 
For the Saints, thoſe that are within the cove- 
nant, thoſe thar are regenerate men, ( you muſt 
marke it well, for it's a-point of much uſe) when 
they commir ſinnes aganſt God, the guilt of 
their ſinnes is retained: though they are within 
the covenanrt,\and are not cut off from Chriſt, 
but are in RT (1 ſay) whenthey have ſin- 
ned, the guilt of their finne continues, and is 
continued till they be reconciled and renewed 
by faith and repemrance zas you ſee it was with 
David: Nathen would not have ſaid when he 
came to him," Thy ſawnes are forgiven thee,if there 
had-not beene a new thing, if there had not 
beene a thing done at that time; and therefore it 
intimates ſo much;that before his ſinne was not 
forgiven : that is,the Lord was with him. 
You muſt know therefore this, that wh#n a re- 


. generate man ſinnes, there is onely a particular 


guilt; the univerſall guilt of finnes returnes not, 
(for thatwauld cut him quite off,that would pur 
him abſelutely intothe ſtate of damnation, )but 
ir's a particular guilt, for every particular finne; 
that is, evenas a father-is pleaſed well with his 
ſon, and knowes him to be his ſonne, he is affc- 
Aedto-him :.s th his ſonne, yet hee hath done 


| 


uw 2 Sam. 
IZ+eI3s, 


ſucha particuuar ation that hath offended him, 
and for. that particular offence, he withdrawes 
himſelfe from him, hee carries not himſelfeto 


| G 3 him 
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' him as he was wont to doe, beingoffended with 


him for ſuch a fauſtz now till the ſonne hath re- 
conciled and humbled himſelfe for that par. 
ticular ation, though the father have an hun- 
dred gifts to beſtow on him, yet hee ſhall have 
none of them, till hee hath reconciled himſelfe, 
Sothinke wich thy ſelfe (ifany (iane lye in the 
way)when thou commolt to partake of this pri- 
viledgetoreceivethe Sacrament, or when chou 
commelt tocall on God for any particular mer- 
cy, or to haveany requeſt granted; thinke then 
with thy ſelfe,ſuch a finne I committed, I muſt 


| humble my ſelfe for ir, I muft labour ro make 


reconciliation, labour to have this taken away, 
that my Father may bee reconcilied to mee; 
then come and take the priviledge, for now it 
belongs unto me; therefore there is a neceſſity 
of renewing our repentance and reconciliation 


[moſtexaRly, andto take a very particular exa- 


mination of eur wayes when wee come to re- 
ceive the Sacrament, or when we draw neere to 
God upon ſuch ſpeciall occaſions, leaſt our Fa- 
ther, (though he be a Father to us) have ſome 
particular quarrell againſt us;for even he whom 
wecall Father, 1 Per.1.17, iudgeth every man 
(even his owne ſonnes) without reſpect of per/ons. 
that is, he will not beare any ill in them:thus you 
ſee did he with Moſes, with D2v:d, and others, 
and the like he doth with all the Saints. This is 
the ſecond qualification that is required before 


you can have any part in any of the priviledges, 


Cs 
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before you can attaine-unto this aſſurance, to 
aske and have, therefore it is not without uſe, 
and that not inthe Sacrament onely, but alſo in 
that which we have to deliver. | 
Thirdly,ſuppoſe there be no particular finne, 
fuppoſe the grace you have,be ated, when you 
come to receive the Sacrament; yet there isa 
third thing required, a third qualification that 
muſt be found 1n the heart of him that will be a 


worthy receiver, and that is, to obſerve well | 


whas aiflance s growne betweene the Lord and 
him ever f{ince the time, that he hath in a more 
particular manner beene reconciled to him, 
This is another thing than what wee named be- 
fore,toconfider what ruſt hath growne upon his 
ſoule, what ſoyle his heart hath contracted, by 
converſing in the world, and by medling with 
worldly and earthly things ; for the ſoule ga- 
thers foyle with medling with them,even as the 
hands doe;now thou muſt thinke with thy ſelfe, 
when thou commeſt to the Lord, and draweft 
neeretohim in this, or any other duty, thou 
muſt recover thatdiſtance againe,and bring thy 
heart necrer tothe Lord, thou muſt draw neerer 
rohim,thou muſt get thy heart to a more cloſe, 
and neere, and inward conjunction with him; 
thou muſt labour to have that hardneſle thar 
thou haſt contraced (as it will be in a little con- 
tinuance of time). thou muſt labour!I ſay, to 
havethat tooke away and remooved z tor have 
thy heart ſoftened, to have the ruſt rubbed off; 


thou 


_— 


-\ thou muſt labour to have all theſe things done ' 
For thou muſt know this, That though therebe 


not a particular finne commitred, yer as we ſees 


—— 


| neſſe ; though a man be in 
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che ourward man isſubje@ ro a waſting, though 
there be no wounds, though there bee no fick- 
fe health,and all 
is well with him, and hee obſerve all the rules of 
dyet, yet (I ſay) you ſee the outward man is ſub- 
je co waſting, to fainting, to weakeneſle, and 
decay ; and therefore there muſt bea renewing 
of dyer,and of th, or elſe it cannotbee 
able to hold out : Se it is with the inward man; | 


though there bee no particular finne, though a 


.| man did keepe ſame good courſe inthe wayes 


of gedſynefſe, without running out emenently 
orevidently, yet he is ſubjeRt toa ſecretdecay, 


ſo that ſometimes hee muft have ſome ſpeciall 


meare,ſome ſpeciall feaſt, which the Lord hath 
appointed for that purpoſe, (for he doth nothing 
in vaiae:) And if this Sacrament conld bee ſpa» 
red,that a man might keepe\ the ſtrengrh of the | 
inward man without it, he, Lord would not 

have put you to this trouble ; bur he ſeeth ir ne- 

ceffary and therefore he hath appointed it to be 
received, and that often, that you might feed 
upon the body and blood of Chriſty, that you 
might care his fleſh and drinke his blood, and 
gather new ſtrength from it, that when there is 
adecay of grace 1n your hearts, you maygoe to 


% 


_ | this Fountaine, and fill the Cifternes againe to 
recover ſtrength; For when a man comes t 
g 


othe 
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Sacrament as hee ought, hee 'gathers a new 
firength;as a man doth from a feaſt; his heart -is 
cheered ups ic is with Flagons of wine, hee is 
refreſhed, his hunger and thirſt is ſatisfied ; That 
is,the deſires of hts foule that long after Chriſt, 


and refreſhed. And thisis rhe third rhing. 


condly, making thy;peace and' reconciliation | 
with God,and remooving of arty particular of- 
fence, thar is betwixrt God and thee ; Thirdly, 
this ſcouring off the ruſt, this remooving the 
,diftance berweene God and thee,rhe ſoftning of 
(that hardnefſe which thy heart hath contraQed 
this recovering the ſtrength rharthou haſt wa- 
ſted ; There 1s beſides alt theſe a fourth thing 
required,which is, thatthere be an 7»tention, 4 
particular Toe of thy will, in taking Chrift, of 
| thy deſire ro Chrift, and of everygrace that 
knits thee and Chriſt together ; "_ there are 
certaine ſementi es,certaine glewi a- 
ces,that joyne Cheift and thy foule togerher, es 
' Faith and Love;ztheſe are the two maine graces; 
thereare a great traine of graces that follow 
. | chem, but cheſe are thechicfe, and rheſe I ſay 
_ | muft bee intended _: For what is the end of the 
Sacrament? Is it not'to knitthe knorftronger 
berweene Chriſt and us, to make the union 
more full and perfe&? isit not to increafe our 


after righteouſaefle,and aflarance,ate quickned | 


Fourthly,befides allthis ; Firſt the ſtirring up | 
| of the graces, and the ating of the habits; Se-| 


| willingneffetotake and ——_ Chriſt > for you 


þ 


know | 
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| know all the as of. the ſoule may be intended. 


and ſfoule 
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Pu the caſe rhere be a reſolved ain the heart 


with himfelfe: Iam reſolved to take Chriſt,and 
to ſerve and love bim for the time of my life, 
yerthis reſalution of his, though it bee-perfe 
and fincere,,may receive intention; when a man 
is willing to doe to.arbing truly , there may be 
degrees added to that will; when therEis light in 
\a.ro0me (when ehoupringeR.la more. candles). 
tharlighe may 

may-your faith &love,(by faith] mean nothi 
but the reſolution of rhe heart tO take Chriſt ; 
[ meane not the beleevir 
part;the at of the willtaki 
ving him,which 1s nothing elſe bur the choiſe of 
the will that reſolvesto take him. ) I doe but 
couch this by the Way, becauſcit is a point 
have handled already at large; the thing I aymc 
at is this;] ſay rhe glewing graces are theſe two; 
Faith and 
your Lord and Saviour; Faith is like the part of 
the compaſſe that. goeth 
worke;andlove is that cementing [as whereby 
we arc mereknit unto the Lord; 

their office and their placez You know love 15an 
unitiag aFfeion,therefore this is the definition 
| of it, It #4 defire of #ni0n with that it loves ; Now 
when thou comelt to receivethe Sacrament, Or 
to pray,or Put uP any ſpeciall reque {,when thou 
comeſtto have.to.do with,G 
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of any man, whereby he ſaich thus 


be increaſed - ſo-it may inthis, fo 


* 


part, bur the taking 
Chriſt, - or recet- 


love, whereby you thus take Chriſt for 


hey have both 


to make uſe of 
any 


? 


about- and dorh. the |- 
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any priviledge thou haſt in Chriſt chy chicte bu- 
lines is to intend this faith 3 love,atſucha time 
to draw thee neerer,to make the union perie, 

Youwill ſay, how isthis increaſed and how 
is it intended? 

Tanſwer; Two wayes in the Sacrament, one 
way isthe very: repetition, the very renewing 
the covenant, the very doing it over againe,the 
reſolution of raking him, ( tor there is 4 mutuall 
covyenant,y ou know betweene Chriſt andus,)it 
is confirmed to us in the Sacrament, hee con- 
firmes his,and wee confirme ours, as the freind- 


ſhip betweene ronathan and David was increaſed 


by the renewing ofthe covenant, or elſe why 
intends the habit, the habit is increaſed by the 


ſotherenewing ofthe covenant excrciſcth thy 
faith,it ſers aworke thy faith and thy louc, when 
thoucomeſt to receiue the Sacrament, the very 
inrenrion is increaſed : but this is not all, There 
is another thing inthe Sacrament that much in. 
creaſethir, and that is athing I would have you 
chiefely ro takenotice of ; That is the very Sa- 
crament it ſelfe,the elements of bread and wine 
delivered tothee, with the very words of the 
miniſter,* Take and cate, this is my body, that was 
broken for thee; Take and drinke, this s my blood, 


that was fhed,&c. For when theſe words arc 
| | ſpoken tous, tf weedid confider well of them, | 


and thinke thus with our ſelves; Theſe words 
| H2 _ that 


repetition of the a, though ir were no more;, 


was it repearcd 2 The very repetition of the a& | * 
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chat the Lord him . himſelfe hath appointed | 
Miniſter ro ſpeake ( for therein is the force of 
them that they arc of the Lords own-inſtitution) 
therefore the ſtrength of every Sacrament lies 
inthe inſtitution; That is a rule in Dininity ; the 
Papiſts themſclues, who haue added fiue other 
Sacraments, cannot deny, bur tharevery Sacra- 
ment muſt have an immediate inſtitution from | 
Chriſt himſclfe, even from his owne mouth, or 
clſc there is no ſtrength in it; ſo that evenas it is ; 
with all things that are ſymbolls of other things, 
(as take markes in feilds that ſtand for the divi- 
fion of ſeverall mens rights ;take counters that 
ſtand for Thouſands and Hundreds, the very 
eſſence of theſe things ſtands in the very inſtiru. 
tion of thern;)So in the Sacrament, excepttheſe 
words were from the Lords owne mouth that 
delivered it,this very delivering of the bread and 
wine, being afigne ro you of the forgiuenes -of 
your fiancs,cxcept the Lord had chus inſtituted 
it, there had becne no force in it, I ſay confider, 
they are words thatthe Miniſter ſpeakes not in 
an ordinary courſe, but heis appointed by the 
Lord himicltero fpeake them; and now when 
theſe words make a new impreſſion upon thy | 
heart,jitaddes an imentiontothy faith and loue, | 
For example, (tomake italirtle more cleareto 
you,that you may underftand it diſtin&ly.) The 
Lord hath ſaid this, he will forgiverhe fannes of | 
all thoſe that come unto- him, hee will forgive| | 
them that forſaketheir finnes, and take. Chriſt 
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| Icſus, and love and feare him for the times 
come; The Lord might have ſuffered irtogoe 
thus in mouey that he hath deliveredir unto 
you and no.more ; But hee thought good to goe 
further and ſay thus to mankind : Itstrue, I have 


but will adde certaine ſealcs and fymbolls, cer- 
taine externall ſignes, that thou ſhalt ſee and 
leoke 0n;and I ſay tothee, rhis covenant haue I 
made with thee, and when thou ſecſtthe bread 
and wine delivered by the Miniſter, know this, 
that the thing. that thou ſeeſt is a witneſle be- 
tweenethee and ine : That as it was faid by Le- 
ben and Jacob whenthey madca covenant,” Tha 
ſtove be witneſſe betweene us : And God laid to 
: Noah, when 1looke upon the rainebowe,it ſballbee 
4 fieme that I will deſirey the earth no more after this 
merrer; when the Lord hath ſaid itand hath 


| appointedthis outward Symboll that thine eyes 


| l6oke upon, I rememberthe covenant, and this 
is a hgne betweene vs, this ſhall bind mecto it 


(it may beevery month)this is a wondrous ws 
itbe 


| mercy, this is2 marvellousgreathelpe ( if i 


rightly underftood ) to ſtrengthen our faith . 


| Doth it not helpe us, when we ſeethe Raine: | 


bowe which the Lord hath appointed to pur 

him in mind of bis. covenant ?* / wil remember 
wy covenant, when 1 looke on the Bowe in the Cloud 
it ſball confirme we aud Iw;h wot breake my cove- 
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ſaid it, but I will not content my ſelfe with that, | 


and him likewiſe;Noew when this isdoneanew, | 


nant to defiroy the world with s flood, So this ad- | 
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miniſtrationof the Sacrament, when the Lord 
lookes upon it,' hee cannot but remember his 
promiſe and his covenant, -.of pardoning our 
finnes, And when thou lookeſt on it,thou art 
aſlured-of it, for hee hath ſaid it ; ir ſhall bee a 
figneanda witnefle betweene us; Now I ſay thar 
new impreſſionthattheſe words ,(thus contrived 
and underſtood, and delivered by the miniſter } 
make upon.the heart,intends our faith and love; 
as indeed it isa great matter to haue it ſpoken 
tous by a Miniſter of the Goſpell, ſent from 
Chriſt,from his owne mouth; ® Tabe and eat, this 
i my body that was broken for you : and this is my 
blood t hat was ſhed for you and for many, for the re- 
m//i0n of ſimnes, This is the fourth qualification 
that is required, that our faith and. love bee in- 
rended, and our union increaſed; that the will, 
reſolution, and purpoſe of taking Chriſt for our 
Lord, receive more degrees; that ſo we may be 
more faſt and firmely united and knitte him ; 
which I fay is done partly by the repetition 
on both ſides ( forthe very repetition doth it;) 
and partly by anew impreſſion that theſe words 
(4ake, eat 8c) make on the ſoule. Now Iadde 
the laſtthing which.is required, (ſtill remember 
the maine thing wee are upon, that it is not & 
nough for theeto be in Chriſt, but if thou wilr 
bee a worthy receiver, thou muſt haue theſe 
foure qualifications in thee, that I have named 
already ; Thou muſt reconcile thy ſelfe anew, 


| thou muſt rub off the ruſt from thy ſoule which 


it 
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it hath gathered, Thou muſt recover the diſtance 
that is:growne betweene God and thee; Thou 
muſt adde an intending and an increaſe ,, Thou 
muſt adde more degreesto thy faith and love, 
and after.alttheſe ,) - 

Fiftly and laſtly, this is alſo required ( which 
is. much for our benefit and comfort) namely, 
toputup thy requeſt, when thou comeſt neere 
tothe Lord inthe Sacrament: Now thou muſt 
not onlydothis, bur thou muft alſo make ſome 
uſe ofthe covenant, which the Lord hath made 


|with.theefor his part, ſo that thou mayſt thinke 


this with thy ſelfe; When I come to recejvethe 
Sacrament, I have but two workes to doe,one is 
to recovenant with the Lord,. and to renew my 
repentance, and to fer all. eaven z and the other 
is to rememberthe Lords covycnant.. 

You will ſay, what is rhe Covenant? 

It's a Covenant that conſiſts of theſe three 


| things or points, Juſtification, © 1 will forgive thy 


ſins; Sanitifitation,4 1 will make you new hearts, and 
new ſpirits ;,andthethird, ll things are ours; that 
is, I have made you keires of the world, heires 
of all things, you bave all the promiſes belang- 
ingta you,thar belong to this life,and that which 
is to.ceme;this is the Covenant which the Lord 
hath made. Now thou art bound when thou 
comeſt to.receive the. Sacrament, Aoronely to 
remember this Covenant, Dee tbu( faith hee);n 
remembrance of Mee, and not barely of mee, and 


of my bing crucified for thee,and of all the love 
Hibk-44 | that 


| 
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that I have ſhewed unto thee, bur alfo in remem- 


'brance ofthe Covenant, and of thoſegracions 


promiſes, which are the particulars of: which 
that Covenant is the ſumme : and therefore, 
thus a man is todo, What?hath the Lord vouch- 
ſafed mee this favour, that I may come to his 
Table, I may come and renew the nuprcrals and 
my covenant with him* Surely,then Iwill looke 
abour and conſider what | want, what requeſt I 
ſhall put up unto himzfor there is nothing thar is 
wanting,bur it is within this Coyenant;and thou; 
art to = up thy requeſt ina ſpeciall manner, j 
whatſoever it be, be it concerning things be-. 
longing to thy ſoule, to hayea ſtrong luſt mor- 


| 


tified, to have thy hard heart ſoftned, to have: 
ſome fin tharlyes uponthy conſcience forgiven, 
and to have that forgiveneſſe aſſured to thee : be 
it any thing that concernes thy particular eſtate, 
if ir be to be delivered from a potent enemy, or 
whatſoever ir be, put up thy requeſt, and that 
largely, open thy mouth wide, that is, make thy 
requeſt full, feare ir not. Pur the caſe ( againe)it 
be ſomewhat that doth nor cencerne thee, but 
that it concerneth the Church abroad, orthe 
Churchat home,it isacaſcthat much concernes 
any of theſe in the Church, pur it up to him,and 
pur it up with confidence. For this 1s a marriage 
day (as it were) itis the time when he reacheth 
out his {cepter ( as you know the things I allude 
to) and thou maiſt come to his preſence : you 
know, whene Hefter was admitted to the pre- 
/ {ence 
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ſence ofthe King, then ſaid hee, What requeſt 
haſt thou ? when you arc admittedte the famiti- 
arity and preſence of the Lord, hee lookes for it, 
he askes what requeſt you have to put upto him? 


andthe promiſes are large enough: /willgiveit, 


whatſoever it be, if you 6 ke accordiug to my wilt, 
and therefore, do in this cafe as Moſes-uled to 
doe: you ſhall find when Moſes drew neere unto 
the Lord, when he was admitted into his pre. 
ſence, and ſaw him face to face(forthat was the 
pou priviledge Moſes had)when there was any 
peciall apparition of the Lord te him , Moſes 
makes this argument: (faith hee )-Ir isa great 
mercy that thou wouldeſt ſhew mee this, that 
ſuch a poore manas I am, ſheuld have rhis pri- 
viledge, and give mee leaveto make uſe of it : 
f Lord, zf I have faund favor inthy fight, that is, 
ſince thou haſt vauchſafed mee tucha favour in 
thy ſight, de thus and thus for mee : you ſee he 
made this requeſt for the whole Church of 
God and freed 
deſtroyed, If thou haſt not any particular argu- 
'ment inthis caſe, ſay, If Lhave found favour in 
thy ſight, do this: 6 Lay ,when thou haſt this 
'promuſe confirmed, that Chrift hath given him- 
{elfe to-thee;& the ſymbol of that promiſe is the 
breadand wine, which he hath given te thee, put 
up thy requeſt : © Lord, ifthou haſt vouchſated 
to give mee Chriſt, 5 w/# thow wot with him give 
mee «l things elſe? Lord, if I have}found favour 


k thy fighrt,to do ſo - a thingfor mee, deny 
: mee 


them, orelſe they. had beene |. 
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' | rodoe, eſpecially when we'come to things that [ 


- |comeſuchlufts _ hereditary diſcaſes,yet the 


mec not this particular requeſt, Thus we ought 


are beyond nature: when we come, let us c@n- 
ſider with our ſelves, Indeed Ihavea naturall 
difpoſition that carries me ſtrongly to evill, I 
ſhall never beableto overcome it,thereareſuch 
duties to doe, I ſhall never be able to performe 
them : In ſuchacaſe thou muſt doe it the more 
carneſtly;thou muſt figh & groane to the Lord, 
b Elſheh when hee comes to docathing ſo much 
above the courſe of nature, as to raiſe a dead 
child'to life, heeſighed unto the Lord,that is,he 
prayed carneſily.Elish, when hee would haye 
Raine,heecryed,he tooke much paines he pray- 
ed: So muft rhoudoe in this caſe: and know this 
forthy comfort,that though thouthinke thou 
ſhalt never be able to doe theſe things, to over- 


Lord is able to helpe thee: thoughtheſe are paſt 
naturall helpe, yet they are not paſt the helpe of 
grace;though the ſpirit in us luſt after envy; yer 
as the Apoſtle Temes faith, * The Scriptares offer 
more grace, that is,the Scriptures offer grace and| 
ability,to doe more.than nature can doe , nature 
cannot heale a ſpirit, that luſteth after envy, or 
any other thing; a ſpirit that lufts after credit, af- 
ter mony, afrer the finge of uncleanenefſe, or 
whatſoever is prefented:now the Scriptures of- 
fer that grace, that will overcome apy of theſe 
finnes, brthey never ſo ſtrong, or ſo old; Chriſt 
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Wenn hereditary diſcaſes, he healed thoſe rhar 


CE 


| 


i. 


on the Sacrament. 


were borne lame and blinde: ſo though thou be 
borne with ſuch lufts, Chriſt is able to heale 
thee;.you ſee a Prophet could” heale Neamen of 
his Leproſie,when there was no other that could 
doc it; {0 ſaith Chriſt ;®Come unto'me all yee, and 
1 will heale you. So that you ſee wee mult put up 
our requeſts to God, | 
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VVY-E have already made ſome entrance 


uponthe words : Itold you what the 
Apoſtles ſcope is in them, whichis to make 
knowne to all Chriſtians to whom he wrore, a- 
nother great priviledge, beſides that which hee 
named Eeforethar is, That bee that hath the Sonne, 
bath life;rhis{{aith hee)is another priviledge,phas. 
ber that you have #his aſſurance iz him,that is, in 
Chriſt Teſus:Thar point,(whart it isto bein him, 
that it maybethe ground of all the benefits and 


. | whatſoever you acke, 08 ſpall have;onely remem- 


| privicdges wee injoy)wee handled the laſt day. 
ow we come tothe priviledge itſelfe, Jfwee | - 


as ke any thing according to bis will be heareth ns. 
The words are fo plaine,[ ſhallnot need to ſpend 
any time in opening ofthem, but deliver youthe 


earth, are aſſuredly beardin beaven] whatſoever 


I'2 : wee 


point tharlyes ſo.evidently before us; which is | 
[this, [That all che prayers of the Saints made upon | 5g. 
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Tweeke, (faith he) according to his will hee 


| ven; ifthey bethe prayers of a righteous man, 


| man; it may be,if you looke upon thepetitions, 


hearcth us, ofely the conditions muft be obſer. 


ved . Whenyouheareſuch agenerall as this, it] 


muſt be limired, there are cerraine bounds ſer 
ro-ir, which wee will name unto yot: which ar 
theſe foure conditions. Firſt, all the prayers 


T | | 
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that are made upon carth ſhall be keard in heas | 


and are faithfull and fervent. The perſon muſt! 
be righteons, that muſt firſt be remembred: be- 
cauſe, although the __ be never ſo-good, yer 
except the perſon be accepted from whom it 
comes, the Lord regards it not:you know inthe 
old Law, the blood of Swine was reckonell an «-| 
bominable Sacrifice, yer if you take rhe blood of 
ſheepe, and comparethem together, you ſhall 
finde no difference; It may bethe Swines blogd 
is the better : then whars the reaſon the Swines 
blood is not accepted? even becauſe of the ſub- 
je& of it; it was the bloed of Swine, and there- 
fore you ſce it was put downe, that it was an a- 
bominable Sacrifice, So it is with prayer; Take 
the prayer ofa Sainr, andthe prayer of a wicked 


or whatſoever is inthe prayer it ſelfe, you ſhall 
finde ſome times the prayer ofa godly man 
morecold, and leſſe feryent: the petitions are 
not ſo well framed as the wicked mans : yet bc- 
cauſe this comes from fucha perſon, the Lord 
regards it not ,'you know the condition is men- 
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men evaileth much if it be fervent. Now as this is 
required in the-perſon, ſothere is ſomewhar 
required inthe prayer alſo, thart is, that it be fer. 
vent and faithfull ; that ic be fervent, you have ir 
in the ſame place, The prayer of a righteons man a- 
vaileth much if it be fervent ; that 1s, it muſt be a 
prayer made from the ſence of the miſery that is 
inus, and from the mercic of God, when a man 
takes athing to heart, thar ke prayes for, and 
comes with confidence to be heard, for that 
makes him fervent\, This the Lord will have, 
and alſo he will have it faithfull: Jewes the firſt, 
whenthe Apoſtle exhorrts them to prayer, if any 
men went wizdeme({airh helet bim aake it of God: 
but then marke,he carefully puts in this conditi- 
on,ſce that He pray #n faith,that is,belceuethat it 
ſhall be done unto him : now this faith includes 
repentance, for no man can beleevethar he ſhall 
be heard,excepthee make his heart perfe&t with 
. God:Ifhe allow any ſinne in himſelte,he cannot 
beleeve vponany good ground: therefore when 
I ſay it muſt be faithfull,that alſo is included,we 
mulſt=xregerd xs wickednes in our bearts,tor in tuch 
a caſe,the Lord heares not,® hee heares not finners. 
So that this you muſt remember; Firſt, _— 
ſon muſt be righteous, and the prayer muſt be 
fervent and faithfull. 
Secondly;the other Condition you ſhall heare 
inthe Text, ir muſt be according to his will you 


aske itlooſely at Gods hands, that ir ſhall pre- 
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muſt not thinke, wharſoever you aske, if you | 
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{ently be graunted you: No(ſaith hee)it muſt be 
according to his will, if you a«ke? fire from bea- 
ven, that is not according to his will, and rhere- 
fore you ſec, they that aske it ,were denyed it with 


. | this reaſon, you kwow not what you aske. YLikewilc 


to ſit at his. right hand, and at his left in heaven, 
which was another requeſt of the Dilciples, he 
puts them by with rhis ; Tow #uder/iand not what 
you ajke of the Father, and therefore it muſt be 
according to his will.. Andthart is the ſecond. 
Thirdly,we muſt aske it intime, i# dwe'/eeſon : 
ſothe promiſe istruc, Knock awd it ſhall be opened 
c0.y0u;but you know the foolsſh Virgins knockt & 
it was not opened to them; what wasthe reaſon 
ofit? becauſethey askr when the time was paſt: 
for there is a certaine * aeceptable time when the 
Lord will be fourd: and when that oportuaitie is 
paſt, he is found no more. Iris true,that this life 
is the time of grace, but God in his ſecret coun- 
{ell hath appointed acerraine time to every man, 


therefore he ſaith.unto them,Ths day if you will 


mec, if you will pray unto. mee, I will heare 
you: when it's paſt, the Lord ſuffers not the 
dooresto ſtand open alwayes, his cares arcnot 
alwayes open : wherefore thar. condition muft 
be carefully remembered, you mult aske in 
time; Iris.a condition that ſhould be carefully 


to prayer as Joab did to the Altar, hee went not 
4 to 
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which is. the acceptable time, the day of grace, 


heave : this day if you will come and ſeeke unto, 


thought on by us.For, forthe moſ} part, we fly - 


"IO | 


" = 
—_ _ vv 
: 


5 9 I” IE "— 


on the Sacrament. 


toit for devotion(for then hee would have done 
it before ) but when hee was in diffireſſe, when 
hee was in extremity, then he fled roir, and 
therefore you know what ſucceſſe hee had by 
it, it ſaved not his life : So we goe not to prayer 
for devotion, that is, out of loyero God,to do 
him that ſervice ; but ( for the moſt part), wee 
doc it out of ſelfe love, when wee are in extre- 
mitie or diſtreſle,we paſle the acceprable times 
he requires, and we goeto him ina time of our 
owne: For there is Gods time, and there is our 
ownetime; Godstime is to cometohim when 
we may doe him ſervice, in our youth, in our 
ſtrength, in the lower of our graces : Qurtime 
isto goeto him when we need him: Will nor 
a friend ſay ( when we never come to him, but 
when wee. have extreame need of him ) wh 
doe you.come now? you were not wontto vide 
me before, this is not our of love to mee: Even 
the very ſame an{wer the Lord giveth; Goe to 
gour Jaells ( ſaith hee ) thoſe that you ſerved in 
the time of peace, and ſee if they can belpe y0u, 

The fourth and laft condition is, That wee 
referre the :ime,the mexner, the meaſure of gramt- 
ing our petitions to the Lord . That 1s, wee muſt 
notthinke to be our owne carvers, to thinke if 
it benotgranted lit ſuch a manner,*ſuch a mea- 
ſure, or ſuch a time, preſently the Lord hath 
rejectedour petitions; No,* he that beleeves makes 
»o haſt: That is, he waitces up9n God, he ftayes 
himſclfe upon God, he is content to have 21 in 

that 
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thattime, in that manner and meaſure, as beſt | 


pleaſeththe Lord: For the trurthis, we know 
not Qur ſelves what is meete for us; weare unto 
the Lord juſt asthe Patient iste the phyſitian. 
The patient is importunate with him, for ſuch 
things to refreſh and eaſe him; But the phyfirian 
knowes what beſt belongs to him, and when to 
give him ſuch things, in what manner, and in 
whar meaſure : So the Lord knowes beſt what 
to doe: Many times he doth the ſame things 


that we deſire, though he doc it not inthe ſame | 
manner : Even as the phyſitian he quencheth of- 


centhe thirſt- with Barberrzes,or with ſuch kind 
of conſerves;what though it be not with drinke, 
is it not all one ſo rhe thirſt bee quenched * Is it 
not all one whether a man be hindred from 
ſtriking me,or ifT have a helmet to defend the 
blow: Somtimes the Lord keepes not off the &- 
nemy ; butthen hee gives ah hekraet to keepe 
off thoſe blowes, to beare thoſe injurics and e- 
villsthatare done to us: hee is a wiſe phyſirian, 
hee knowes what manner, what meaſure, and 
what time is beſt, therefore that muſt be refer. 
red to him: Now theſe conditions being obſer- 
ved, you muft know that this great priviledge 
belongs toevery Chriſtian, That whatſoever 
prayers hee makes on earth, he is ſureto be 
heard in heaven, lt is a wondrous priviledge,that 
which wee have all cauſe to ſtand amazed at, 
that the Lord ſhould ſo farre regard the ſonnes 


of men, to grant them ſucha Charter as this; no 
more 
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more but aske and have; and whatſoever you 
pray for, it ſhall be done ro- you . Buta man is 
ready to lay ſecretly in his heart when he heares 
it, This is too good tobe true, That whatſoever 
L aske, I ſhall have,, My Beloved,I confeſle,it is 
a hard-thing to belecue ir as we oughtto doe: 
and therefore before we cometo apply this, we 
will ſpend a little time in. endevouring to con- 
vince, you-of the: truth of it, that you maynot 
doubt of it that what prayers you make to the 
| ; Lord, he is ready to hearethem. 
| - Firſt, conſider that: whatſoever prayer you 
| make;he rakes notice ofit,he obſerves every pe- 
tition, there is not one petition that you maketo 
' him-at any tine, but he lookes upon ir, hee ſees 
what the prayer is. And this thingalthough you 
thinke ir common, (and who is there that know 
not this.) yet (my beloved) ro.beleeye this, to 
thinke. that God is preſent where I make 
my prayer to him,to thinke he ſtands and heares 
it, even as Þ ſpeake toa man that ſtands and 
heares me, and underſtands whar I ſay to him; 
This is a greathelpe to us... That this is true, 1ce 
in 4, Eph.6. Hee « inall, and through all, and over 
«lt, Thar is, the Lord is in every man, he paſleth 
through cvery thing, * his eyes ranne through the. 
earth, and he is over all, looking what =* ſeerets 
are in mans heart, what thoughts; yea? before he 
thinkes them he knowes them, becauſe hee ſeeth 
chem.intheir cauſes: Hee that is 1n a man, that 
lookes in all the {ccrert corners of. the hearr, hee 
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| muſt needes ſeewhar thoughts he-harh,what __ 


. | Sothe Lord, heeis inall, heis through all; heis | 


ritions he putreth up- ſecretly, even then when 
his mourh ſpeakes not. And leftthat ſhould nor 
be enough, ſaith- hee, Hee over aff; you knw 
one that ſtands ory high, and lookes-over all that 

is below, hee eafily'can ſeewharſoever is'done; 


overall But this is enough for that, only I would 
have you remember,thathee takes notice ofall, 
hee knowes thy prayets V4 OG 
_ But you will ſay; Ldoubr-not of that, I make 
no queſtion bur he heares me, .and\underſtands 
me wellenough: But how ſhall l know thatheis | 
willing ro grant the thing 1 pray forg1201 11 - 
You ſhall ſee theſe 2: Reaſons,-in the'y. Math. 
where our Saviour urgeth this very point, that 
we have now in hand, fromthe 7. verſe downe- 
ward; Aske( ſaith he)awd you fball have, ſeeke, and 
you ſhall finde; knock, and it ſhall be opened unto you; 
here is the promiſe. For(he backs it with thelc 2. 
Reaſons ) Every one that acketh recerveth x and he | 
that ſeckerh, findeth ; and to him that knocketh, it 
ſhall be opened wnto bien : As if he ſhould ſay ; yee 
have this reaſon for it, why you ſhould beteeve 
it,that iris no more butaske and have; for(ſairch 
he)all thatever askedhave obtained;all that ever 
have ſought, have found ; all that ever have 
knocked,it hath been apened untothem. Thar is, 
looke through the whole booke of God, and ſee 
whar prayers ever have beene madeto him, and, 


you ſhall finde, rhat there is not a prayer menti- 
oncd|! 
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onthe Sacrament. 


heard. Now when wee have ſuchacload of wit. 
neſſes, itis a ſtrong reaſon, when itis ſaid to us 
thay there were never any prayed but were 
heard, i | 

Why,youwilliay, There were many prayed 
that were not heard; Did not David pray for his 
| Childe,and was not heard © Did not Paw pray 
| to be delivered from-ſuchatempration,and wag 
not heard? 

My Beloved, Its true, they were not heard 
for the particular, but yer Idarebebold to fay, 
"that Dau/d was heard art that time, though ( 1: 

ſay )notin the particular, for — his Childe 

was taken away, yet you may ſee the Lord gaue 
him a Childe of the ſame woman, with much 
more advantage; he gauchima Childe that was 
legitimate, which this was- not :hee gaue him a 
| Childe that exceeded for wiſedome, Solomon 
was the Child that he had: So that the Lord did 

heare him,and4 gave him this anſ{wer,as if he had 
ſaid to him,DevidI have heard thee, I know that 
thou art exceeding importunate , thou ſhalt not 
have this, but thou ſhalt have another Childe 
which ſhall be better. And ſo hee ſaith unto Paule 
2. Cor 12.Chriſt reveales this to him;Pewle(ſaith 
he 5though 1 graunt thee not this particular re- 
queſt, inthe manner that thou wouldeſt have 
me,( To take away the pricke of the fleſh which thou 
art troubled with) thou ſhalt bee a greater gainer 
by it;thou had(ſt better have'it than'want itgwhen 
K2 Paule 


| oned in all the Scriptures, but-it hath beene | 
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| ſelves of this truth, becauſe you know not the 


| the Gadofall comfort;). Yet, (faith he) this fa- 
. | ther (when his ſonne comes to askehim bread) 


Paule underftoed thar it was a medicine,and nor | 
a poyſon as he tooke it to be, he was content. 
andreſolved init; Anda man reſolveth nor cx- 

cept he be a gainer, Hee ſaw that Gods power wes 

manifeſt in bus weakeneſſe, and he ſaw himlelte 

humbled by. it;and when he ſaw that God gain-| 
ed glory, and himſelfe humiliation by it, he was | 
content to be denyedin it; So I ſay whoſoever 
asketh findeth,you ſhall never finde any exam- 
ple but that whoſoever ſought ro the Lord as he 
ought, he was ccrtainely heard, or elſe he had | 
ſomewhat that was better graunted-to him in- 
ſead of it. And this is the firſt reaſonthat is uſed 
heare, The ſecond reaſon isthis;*what mes «- 
mong you, tf his Son ache bread, willgivehim a ftone, 
or if he aske a fiſh, willgive him « ſerpent > if you 
then that are evill, know how to give goodthings to 
your children, bow much more ſhall your heavenly 
Father give good things to them which acke him? 
(faith he ) you be not ableto perſwade your 


Father,for he dwells inlight inacceſſable, you 
are not acquainted with him, ſaith our Saviour, 
I will helpe you out with an argumentthat you 
| better underſtand;even upon earth(ſaith he) take 
bur aFatker here,a father that is ill(but the Lord 
is full of goodnes,fathers have but a drop, bur a 
ſparke of mercy inthem, whereas the Lord is 
full of mercy, asthe Lordis full oflight, heis 


he | 
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beis ready togive it him;he is full of compaſſion 
and tendernes toward him ; doe you nor thinke 
that our heavenly Father is as truea father as he 
that hee loves you'as: wellas he whoſe compaſ: 
ſion and 'pitty' is much greater? doe you not 
thinke hee is ready to heare his Children when 
they call upon him © O this is a ſtrong and unan- 
ſwerable Reaſon, & this you ſee is backed in 16 
lohn,27.you ſcetherethe love ofthe Father how 
it is expreſſed to us; 7/dy not ants you that I will 
acke the father ( (aith he) the father bimſelfe lowes 
50u;Marke, as if he ſhould have ſaid, ler this be 
one groundto you tothinke your petxtions ſhall 
be graunted,and that they are not only graunted 
| for my ſake, for (faith he ) the Father himſelfe 
loveth you, and hatha great affeQion toyou, 
that is in naturall parents, there is anaturall af- 
fetion to their Children; So ifT were notim- 
mediarly to preſent your petitions (though that 
bee notexcluded) yet( ſaith he) the father hath 
| ſuchanaffeRionto you, that he cannot chooſe 
bur heare you, //ay wot ( ſaith he.) that 7 will ache 
the father, for the fatber himſelſe loves you. So that 
this is the {ſecond reaſon which this -promiſe is 
there backed with, the love ofthe father, That 
hee cannorfind in his heart to deny us, even for 
that affeQion that he beareth tous, 'We will 
adde athird Reaſon that wee meet here in the 
ſame Chap. 16.10hn,2 3.1n that day you ſbell aske 
in my name : verily verily, 1 ſay unto you,. yee ſhall 


_ 
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aske the father in my name, and he will give it you; 
K 3 Ic 
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| ſclyes,alas, what ſhallwe doc: when: our Mai- 
{ anſwers them, you ſhall do well enough, doubt 


| hezgoeto the father in my name,and whatſoever 


[is brought in upor/this occaſion: when our: 
Saviour Chriſt was to goe from his Diſciples, 
they were ready tocomplaine, as, we lee in the 
verſes pþefore;they were ready to ſay withrhem- 


ſter ſhall be rooke from our head? Our Saviour 
you not, fer though I be not with you; yet(laith 


youaske of him, you ſhall-have it : Sothat hee 
0UiiGrs that objection, whena man is ready to 
ay: 
= true, I know that a father is exceeding lo- 
ving to his Children: But it may be,my carriage 
hath not beene ſuch, I amfull of infirmities, I 
haue much in methat may turne the loye and af- 
fetion of my Father from me. | 
Put the __ you have, yet Chriſt adds this for 
your comfort; If ( ſaith he) the Father will nor 
doe it for your ſake, yetdoubt younor, if you 
aske in my name, he will doc it , doe we notſee 
ituſuall among men, Thatone that isa meere 
ſtranger to another, if hee geta letter from a| * 
friend, he thinkes to prevaile ;and-hee doth fo, 
becauſe though ir be not done for-his ſake (it 
may be he isaſtranger, one that deſerved no-+ 
thing athis. hands)yerſuch a friend: may deſcrve 
much :And when we goeto-God inthe name af 
Chriſt, rhis anſwers all-the objections whatſo- 
cyer youcanfſay againft your ſclves,itisall ſatis- 
fied in this : I goe.nhis name, lam ſure he hath 
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| hath deſerved ir,8c. Taft of all, as heloves us, 
and becauſe we; ru ew tg of, Chrift, is 
| -54dy roheare us; we will adde rhis, tharheis 
|< bl SE as owne fake,. 6p 

| Goa heareng prayer laith the P/alrpiſe,. that. al fle 

| kn yang XY Rog MR heheares, 
thar men mighs be Co Fog comeandccke 


to hi n;1Qr1 LOL 2 ot.heare, then: 
no fel prom! :Ome untp, im dſl men 
| would hayeng chcouragement, no helpe; there. 
| fore he ſaith, he iis a'God hearing prajer ,, doubr 
| ye.not, he;wall doe ir for this pyrpole, thathee: 
| -mighthaye men to worſhip him, thag,men might: 
come and ſceke unto him; Befides that, he ſhall 
be elorified,bThes ſhals call upg 
trouble, I will here the, andthe ſhalt. glorific mee; 
new the Lords defirous of glaryyitwas theend 


or which he .made theworld:, But innotheare- 
| ing our. prayer,hee loſeth this glory, by heare- 
ing-our, requeſts, the, more we archeard, the 
more gloxy andpraiſe we render unto him, Like 
wiſe -he dothir for the SpeRtators ſakez Moſes of- 
ten preſenteth that Reaſon, © Lord dei, What 
will the Heathen ſay © and 1efl thy name be polluted 
among them, they will ſay thouha(! brought out « 
people, and waſe net able jo aetiver them. SQ David 
often, there are many,inſtances inthar; Liay, for! 
the lookers onſake he'is ready to doc it; All this 
is enough.to perſwaide our hearts, that hee is 
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readyto-heare us, that when prayers are made to 
| him 
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\ {ſhould ſayzo a man, 1 will be ready: rg doe thee 


occaſion; he wonld be ready enough to doir, 
| Now when the Lord ofheaven ſaith, aske what 


| when-wee keare that: prayer is of ſo much cfh- 

| catie, habiopreviills eL 

- |rhing, ſhall 'we ſuffer its layby(as iewere) and 
nor make uſe of it?If a drug, or a pretiousbalme 

| were commended to us, and it were told us, 

|that if we made uſe of it, it would healeany 

wound, it will cheale any ſickenes; and this and 


they are ſurely heard in heaven- 
 Nowto apply this. Firſt, ifthe Lord be ſo 


monly weare; for to what cad'are ſich promi. 
ſes as this, burro encourage us to do ourduries? 


with the Lotd'for ary 


this vertneit bath: Willa wiſe man ſuffer itto 


When we have any diſcaſc, either of ſsuleor bo- 
dy toheale? Letus flyeto this refage that him. 
ſelfe hath appointed.” If a King-of the earth 


ready to heare, then this ſhould reach-usto be| 
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him on'earth: ($6 the'e6hditions be obſerved) 


lay by him,will henotuſe ir;and fe what vertue 

{.irhath> And when iris faid unto us; that prayer is 
|rhos prevalent with'the Lord, thatitisthus po. 
'| tent, that iris thus able ro prevailewith him for 
| anything, ſhall wenot make uſe of it, when we 
{are in any diſtrefſe, when wee need any thing : 


agood turne," make ufe ofme when thouhaſt 


you will at my hands,and I will docir; ſhall'wee 


{not ſeeketohim;and make uſe of ſuch apromiſe 
{-asthisZBeloved We are too backward inthis;we 


ſhoulg 


_ 


| 
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ſhould be more -aboundant in this duty than we | 
are, we ſhould make more account of it, For 
whatſoever the caſe be if, you doe bur ſecketo 
the Lord,ift thou doeft but ſer downe thy reſolu- 


tion with thy ſelfe: Well ſee itis athing (ifT | 


looke upon the creature and the meanes)T have 
little hope of, but the Lord is ableto doe it; and 
therefore I will goe to him, I will weary him, 


and I will not give him over, I will. not give | 
-| him,nor ay ſelfe any reft, till I have obtained it: 


I fay it is impoſlible thou thouldeſt faile in fuch 
a caſe, Onely remember tobe importunate, for 
an importunate ſuiter he cannot deny, You 
know the 4parable of the wnjuft Indge. You know 
alſo the © perable of the man that is in bed with bis 
children, when the widdow was importunate, when 
ſhee knockt and would give him no reſt he gives 
her redreſſe, the other riſeth and giverh his 
friend « many loves as be will, ſairhthe Text, yea, 
though ſhe were not bs friend, (forthis is the mea- 
ning of it: ) I, ſaith he, the Lord had not much 
loveto you, if he had not ſuch an affeQion, if 
you did not come to him inthe name of Chriſt 


whom helovyes, in whom he is ready to grane;. 


wharſocver you aske, if hee were not a friend 
to you, yet for your very importunity, he 1s 
ready to doc it, As the unjuſt Indge ( forthar is 
the ſcope of the parable ) he had no mindeto 
grant the widdowes requeſt, he had no Tuſtice 
in himto move him,he had ao mercy nor com- 


paſhon,yet for very importunity he graunted it, | 
L 


Re- } 


d Luke 18. 


2533 >. 
eLuke 11. 


Te 


— 
- 


- 


""Thethird Sermon | 


f2 King, 4+ 
29.31. 


Remember and obſcrve the.condition , for this 
is commonly a faulramong us; when we goe to 
prayer, we thinke thatthe very putting up of the 
prayer will doeit, No, there is more. requi- 
red than, ſo. As it is the error ofthe Country 
people, when they heare ſay, that ſuch an herbe 
is good for ſuch a diſeaſe, they are ready to 
thinke,that (howſoever it be tooke or applyed) 
ir will heale the diſeaſe zno, it muſt be applyed 
in ſuch a manner, it muſt be uſed in ſucha fa 
fhion. So it is with prayer, you muſt notenly 
doc the duty ( and therefore when we exhort 
you to it, not onely to call upon God,for men 
are ready enough ro do that, eſpecially inthe 
time of diſtreſſc,) bur with theſe conditions I 
have named.. You knowef Gehagd when he had: 
]0t the ſtaffe of Eliſha, he went to the Child, 
but it was notthe ſtaffe that could raiſe the child 
from death tolife, there was ſomething more 
required. So in. prayer, it is not meere- prayet 
that will do it, there is ſomething elſe, there 
muſt be other conditions that muſt be obſerved, 
For we are wont to do with it,as thoſe Con- 
jurers were wont to do with the name of Ieſus; 
they thought if they uſedthe name of Teſus, ir 
was enough ::but yce know what anſwer the 
Spirit gives them, 8 /e/#s we kyow, and Paule wee 
know, but who are yee © ſo1ſay, weeare wont to 
do inthus caſe, wee thinke'iit is enough to make 
our requeſt, and thar-isall. No, there is ſome- 


what more required, you muſt make yourre- 


queſt 


4 


| times as well, asa fervent prayer : Who indites 


| performance cf this duty + but both may come 


onthe Sacrament. 


.75 


queſt in ſuch a manner as ye ought. Then I adde 
this further, that when thoumakeſt them in ſuch 
a'manner, yet thou muſt notthinke to be heard 
forthy prayers ſake:thar is another thing we are 
apt to failein, When wee have made fervent 
prayers, and have beene importunate with the 
Lord, wee thinke now ſurely we ſhall not faile, 
No, you muſt know this, the promiſe is not 
made tothe prayer, butto the perſon praying. 
You ſhall not findethroughourt the whole {crip- 
ture, that any promiſe is made thus, becauſe | 
wee pray fervently we ſhall be heard: but it is 
made to the perſon praying, the prayer is but 
the inſtrument: but the meanes by which the 
bleſſing is: conveyed to us, is a meanes without 
which the Lord will aotdoe it, tor the promiſe 
ismadeto the party, Acold prayer(ſotherebe 
no negleRt inir, ſo a man ſeeke the Lord, and 
pray as well as he can, ) it will prevaile ſome- 


the petition, who makes the prayer. fervent ? 
ſurely not thy ſelte, batthe © Holy Ghoſt: he makes 
requeſt in us, ſometimes he makes thee more 
fervent, hee enlargeth the- heart more: ſome. 
times againe the-heart is more ſtraitned inthe 


from the ſame Spirit,” Not but that we have 
cauſe of much comfore, when wee areableto 
pray fervently, forthis is a ground of our com- 
fort, that when we pray fervently, iris anargu- 
ment thatthe Holy 'Ghoſt dwels in our hearts,and 


, 
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| infirmities. 


that olir prayersare diftated by himzit is an are 
gumeNnt, that our prayers come from aholy fire 
within, And therefore ferventpraycr may give 
us hope of being heard, bur yeritis not meerely 
the prayer, but becauſe it is an evidence that it 
comes from aright principle,that it comes from 
the regenerate part,and is made by the aſſiſtance 
of the Holy Ghoft : it is notthe very fervencic 
that prevailes, And therefore when you heare 
this, that the Lord is ready to heare, I ſay make 
that uſe of it, be fervent in this duty, remem- 
ber the conditions : and yet withall know, that 
you arc not heard for the very prayers ſake,but 
for Icfſus Chriſt his ſake. He makes every 
prayer acceptable, he mingles them with his 
{weete odours, 

Andif you objeR, O but Iam a man full of 


You know how itis anſwered inthe Fift of 
James, ( laith he ) i Elieh when hee was heard, he 
W445 4 an, and a man ſubject to paſſions, and to the 
like peſ5ions that wee are : As if he ſhould ſay, do 
not thinke that E/zah was therefore heard, be- 


was becauſe the Lord had made a promilſeto 
him, aad hec comes and urges that promiſe to 
the Lord, and therefore the Lord heard him, 
So (faith he ) ſhouldevery one of you, if you | 
have the promiſe, you may goe and urge it, as 
well as ELab did:though you be ſubje& to many 
infirmitics, Eljsh was even ſo, You know there 

are 


— 


cauſe he was an extraordinary Prophet, for it 


—— 


s 


are infirmities and paſhons expreſſed in the 


61 the Sacrament. 


Scriptures that hee wasſubjeRt ro, And this is 
the firſt uſe weareto make ofir, to be freqvent 
and fervent in this duty, -fince wee have ſuch a 
promiſe. 

Secondly, ifwee have ſacha promiſe, then 
wee ſhould learne hence (when we have putup, 
our prayers atany tire) to make more account 
of them than wee doe : forthe trurh is, that we 
pray for the moſt partfor faſhion ſake, many a 
man ſaith thus with himſelfe : I will fecke the 
Lord, if it doe mee no good, it will doe no hare; 
burif wee made that acconm of our prayers as 
we ſhould,we would performe this duty in ano- 
ther manner; but wee doe not make that ac- 
count of them'as we ought, Werhinke not with. 

our felvesthat-che prayers that wee make are 
ſurely hcard:there be many evidences of ir;,whar 
is the reaſon, that when wee ſeckethe Lord,we 
doe it ſo remiſly that we. have ſcarce leaſure to. 
makean end of our prayers : weate {0 ready to 


ſeeke the creatures-with all diligence: bur who 
prayes tothe Lord as hee ought, to workehis 
heart ro ſuchafervent performance of that duty 
as he ſhoulds men have ſcarcely leafure, for it 1s 
uſuall with them when they have bulineſſeto 
doe, and enterpriſesto bring te paſſe, they are 
excecding diligentto uſe all meanes; and yet arc 
remifſe in the chicte: what is the reaſon elſe,that 


L 3 wee 


haften and goe about other buſinefle, wee are | 
| ready toturne every ſtone, to uſe all meancs to 


ſe 2. 


F Se. ee. A. re. am. 


a Mw 6. I 
” 


The third ermon 


wee ſeethedoores of Princes and great men ſo 
Full of ſuiters, though there be porters ſer on 
| ral to drive them away ; butthe gates of 


| of diſtrefle (ifit will be an effe&uall meanes to 


[we muſt further make, when wee heate that the 
Lord hearecs our prayers,to make more account 


eaven-are ſo empty? Itis indeed becauſe we 
do not beleeve our prayersare heard, weedo 
bur make our prayers for faſhion, What is the 
reaſon likewiſe, thatwe uſe prayer in the time 


* 


helpe us, whenall other meanes faile, ) why uſe 


we it not before 2 But that is an argumentthat | 


wee truſt notto it, ſcing we ule it, onely in the 
time of extremity:for if it benot effeQuall, why 
do we uſe itthen? If itbe effeuall, why do nor 
wee uſe it till. that accident? Therefore this uſe 


of them than we doe, tothinke that our prayers 
when they are put upto the Lord ſhall be heard. 
Say thus withthy ſelfe, Well, now I have pray- 
ed, and [expe& thattherthing ſhould be graunt- 
ed thatI have prayed for, when I ſeeke tothe 
Lord: It's true, I deny nat þurwee muſt uſe the 
meanes too, we mult lay the hands - upon the 
plough, and yet pray; both oughtto be done, as 
ſometimes we uſe two friends, but we truſt one, 
wee uſe rwo Phiſitians, but we put confidence 
in one of them: In like manner we muſt both 
pray and uſethe meanes, but fo as wee put our 
chicfe truſt in prayer, it is not meanes that will 
doe it, Bur the truth is, we doe thequite con- 
trary : It may be, we pray and uſe the meanes, 


&® 


but | 
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but wee truſt the meanes, and not the prayer: 

that i$a common anda great fault among us, it 

isa pecce of: Atheiſme, for men to thinke the 

Lord regards their prayers , no more than he 
regards the bleating of ſheepe or the low- 

ing of oxen, tothinke he heeds them not. ' And 

its a great part of faith tothinke that the. Lord 

harkensto them and regards them, as certainely | 
he doth. 

But you will ſay, Lhave prayed, andam not 
heard, and have ſought, to the Lord- aad have 
found no anſwere, 7 

Well, it may de thou haſt not for the preſent, 
but haſt thou ſtayed the Lords leaſure * (for that 


Lord comes yn he gives a quick anſwer to 
our requeſts; lomerimes he ſtaicslonger: But this 
1s our comfort, that when the returae is longer, 


trades bave their returne very quicke, it may be 
the tradeſmens money is returned every weeke, 
| but then their gaine is ſo much the lighter, bur 
when their returne is ſlower, as is your ' great 
merchants, when it ſtayesthree or foure yearcs, 
wee ſee the ſhips come home laden, bringing ſo 
- | much the more: So( for the moſt part) oh 
. | our.prayers dee ſtay tong, they returne.with the 
greater bleſlings, they returne loaden with rich 
commodities, Let this bganencoragement to us; 
Though I ſtay, the Lord will grant ir;and thinke 
not with thy ſelfe, I made ſuch aprayer long 


is to be conſidered in this caſe,) ſometimes the | 


e gathc is the greater, As we {t intrades,ſome | 


agoc, 


Ob:eft. 


Anſw, 
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agoc, Lfound no fruit of it;for be ſure, the Lord: 
remembreth thy prayer, though thou haſt for- 
gotten it, the prayers thatthou madeſtagood 
many 'yeares agoc, 'may doe thee good many 
cares hence. May not a man pray to have his 
Child ſanRified, to have him brought to better 
order * It may be heelives many yeares, and 
ſees no ſuch thing, yetin the end, the prayer 
may be effetuall: So likewiſeit may be in ma- 
ny caſes,you ſee there are many examples for it: 
Abraham prayed, he ſtayed long; but you ſee it 
was a great bleflingthat he had, when he prayed / 


for a Sonne, you know-what a Sonne he 
he was a Sonne of the promiſe, in whom a 


was, 
ll the | 


— ——— —— 


nations of the carth were bleſled, So David 
when the Lord promiſed him a kingdome , hee 
ſtayed long forit:Many ſuchexamples there are, 
Therefore comfort thy.ſelfe with this : though I 
ſtay long,this is my hope, this is my encourage- _ 
ment,that ſuſtaines me, [fIſeekethe Lord, and 
waite upon him, Hee will come witha great 
blefling, the gaine ſhall bee heavierand greater, 
though the returne benot {6 quicke and ſudden. 
| Uſe 2, Laſt of all, when you heare ſucha promile as 
this, That whatſoever you aske you ſhall be) 
heard init; you ſhould hence learne, to ſpend 
ſome time in the meditation of this great privi- 
ledge that the Saints have, and none but they, 
This I propound to every mans conſideration, 
that thoſe that are not Chriſtians, rhat is, thoſe | 
that are not regenerate, may know what they 
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therefore char which ieche third Place TenhoR 
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confidet this' mercy as For 6. 
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loſe byic ; andrhoſethat arc; may miderſiznd 
the happines of their condition, that th "ma 
learneto magnify it, andro bleſſetheml 
they have'ſuch 2 4 


to ſpend rimeinthe me- 
diration.of it $5confidet EA 
itis:; Dawd candor atisfic rms hr 
ba EET cn 
h: he rayſe &f zad why'? 7 ſos 
robot pr man ts me; feale ifs 
thee; cþ*thie rncliardff thine care ts yjrijey Tlay 
'todoe; it's 
pattof the thankes we oweto the Lord for ſo 
ancxcceding priviledge , That whatſoever our 
caſe be, it is 'n6-more, but put up our requeſts, 
andwee thall bee heard {When there” wis 2 
ſpeech:among ſome holy men (as youknow 
that man that was 'named in the ſtory: ) what 
was the beft-rrade, he anfwered ries It is 
the hardeſt, and-it is'the: richeft'trade; Wow ht 
underſtands it not, of common beggery 
that is the pooreſt andeafieſt trade, thar conditi- 
= _ putsin )but {ſail} he') 1 underſtand irof 
ayerto-God, that kind of beggerie I meane; 
whic as it; is the hardeft\,” nothing more hard 
than to pray'to Godas we-ou ht, ſo withall 
there is this comfort in it, it is the richeſt trade | 
ofall others;there is no way to inrich our ſelves 
2 much, with all the promiſes that belong on 
M ther 
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| |cherto.this life,or totharwhich.is co come! Eve, | 

as you ſe among, men, a Courtier, a Fayorite in 

© | 1che Cgurt, gets more by one ſuite, (it may be,) 

chan a.Tradeſman,or Marcham, os husbandmaan, 

| gets. with ewenty yeares.lahqur, choogh betakes 

| | much paines.; for one requeſt may: bring more 
| profit, may makea Coutticr, richer thanſo ma. 

E114 1 oY yeares; labour and paines 99 in likecaſca | | 

ichfull-praycr,pur up to God, may morc-pre+ 


| . 82 


| 175 

| | | vaile with him,, we may obgainc. more; at his 

| | hands by ic,thanby ERC ng 

| | | many meAncs.; and: ther 0 EAMISATIER.. trade; 

| | andgrex..priviledge, a priviledgethat we .can- 

| 1 gotrhinke cnough of, that wee cannor eſtceme | 
| | cnough., You have heard of a noble, man in this 


Kingdome, that had a Ring given hing by the 
Lucene, with this promile: that-ifhg ſentrhar 
Ringto her,atany time when he was indiſtreſle, 
ſhe would remember him anddeliver him; This | 
was.a great priviledge from a Prince, and yet 
you ſce,whatthat was ſubjet unto; he mightbe 
| in ſuch a diſtreſſe, : when, neither King:.nor 
| rn could be able to belpe him; or though 
they were able, (as ſhe was in that caſc) yer it 
| might be ſent,and not delivered:Now then con- 

lider what the Lorddoth. to vs, Hee hath given 
us this priviledge, he hath given us prayer, as it 
were this Ring, he hath given usthar ro uſe, and 
tells us whatſoever our caſe is, whatſoever wee 
| are, whatſoever we ſtand in need of, whatſoever 
diſtreſſe wee are in, doe but ſendthis up now, 
(faith F 


N 
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|( fair he) do but deliver that meſſageupto'me | 
of prayer, and Iwill bee ſure to relieve you: 
Now certainely what caſe ſoever weare in, 
when we ſendup this, itis ſure to be 'c6nveyed, 
whereſoever wee are : Againe, whatſoever our | 
caſe is, we ſend it to one that is able to helpe us, 
w* a Prince many times is not able to do. This 
benefir we have by prayer: That whatſoever we 
aske ar the Lords hinds;wee ſhall have'it: Now 
conſider this great advatitage which you have: 
It is expreſled Phil. intheſe words, Be in ne- 
thing careſall( Girh the Apoſtle: ) And that you 
may fee wee have groundfor this genetality,/s 
nothing bee carefall, but in all things make your re- 
_ | brakes #nz0 God. Thar is, whatſoever your 


$I'make no exceprionarall, 'bitwhat- 
ſoever:you ſtand itineetde' of, wherhet it En! 
cerinesyour ſoules or yoilr bodies yotit tare ot 
youreſtie ; yer be in nothing carefull, This is 4 
reat marter : There is none amotigft' you that 
es me now; bur ſotnetime "or other his 
carefull for ſomething or orher for which he is 
ſolicicous: Now whenaman heares ſuch avoyce | 
from heaven, thatthe'Lofrd himfelfe ſaithro us, ! 
| Bee carefull fornothing, doe no more bur make 
your requeſt knowne, at is well enough, I will 
ſurely heare in-heaven and grant it ;-It is agreat 
comfort. Beloved, comfort /your ſelves with 
theſe words, andthinkethis with your ſelves, 
| {| thaethis is that Charter,and great Grantthat the 
/ | Eerdbathgiven you, andto nonebur you, that 
= M 2 what 


eAnſw. 
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what proven you make'to him, hee hearcth 
5 Butitwill bee abjeaed, why 1s this ſaid ſo.ge- 


nerally: {, That, we. muſt in nothing be caretull, 
bur inall thinges make our requeſt knowne? For 
then if aman were buta poore man, it is but go= 
ingtothe Lord, and askingriches, and hee f al 
bave them ; If; a man were ſick of at incurable 
diſcale, it were no more but going to the Lord, 
and hee ſhould be ſurero be recovered; If a man 
hath an cnterpriſeto bring to paſle,it is no more 
but goc to him, andit ſhall be done: whar is the 
reaſon then, that godly and holy men bavenot 
' theſe things grauntedto them? -: 

Tothis L anfwer, you muft underſtand it with 
this candition,cvenasjta is witha Father {I will 
POOYERED you by that, ) luppoſe he ſhould ſay 

1 will deny thee nathing, wharſoc- 
l\ i | = \Peildeny rhee nothing butthou ſhalr 
have partin.t.; Though be {ay-no more, pany 
mein os heſegonditions: ii 7 

Firſt, that his Childe ſhall aske himfor that, 
that is not good for him, or ifthe child ſhould 
| refuſe co haveghar done, or pray bis Father and 
[fay,. Lb elecch youdo it.not,-when the Father 
| knowes iris good; herethe Father 'isnotbound 
| hee thinkes :as for example, ifa Father ſees his 
childe needes Phy ſick,is may be, the child finds 
it bictr,and cherefores exceeding loath-rotake 
it, it gakcs hun ficke,and is irkeſomeunto him; 
ſo that hec earneſtly dclires his Father that hee 


_ | may 
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| may beexcuſed,thar hee might be freed from it; 


In this Caſe, the father will notheare him, for 


| hee:knowes the Child is but'miſtaken : On the 
| other fide if rhe 'Child wk& ſomething that is 


very hiirtfull; if he aske for winein a feaver, the 
Father denyes it him; No, ( faith he )-you are 
miſtaken; I know your defire is that you might 


| have health and" recovery and this 1 know will 


hurtyou;thonzghyou know itnot; This the Fa- 
ther urs, arp he pars jn that 
condition: So whenthe Lord faith, 1» norhin 

be carefull, but in all things make your wes 
tnawynr:1f you miſtake-the matter atany time, 
and your prayer ſhall not bee the diate of the 
Spirit, (ſo thar yee alway make requeſt accord- 


hearts; and ſhall bethe expreflion- of your na- 
tirall Spirit;/and-not the Lords Spirit: In this 


| caſe there is no promiſe of being heard, and yet 


the Lord makes his word good , Bee in no- 


queft knowne./:'! - * 


have partinall thar have, yet the Ohilde may 
carry himaſclfe ſo; tharrhe Father, upon fach an 
occaſion may deny bim,and beready to ſay unto 


had nor bi negligentto-doe what T gaye yortin- 
charge, I woutd have done: In this caſe, the 
M 3 Farher 


ing to, his will ) .butthe dictate of your owne 


thing:carefull, /but-in'all rhings make your re- 


Secondly, 'a Father when hee "faith to his 
Child; I will deny he nothing, bur you ſhall }- 


| 


—— 


him;Vell.if you had followed yeur Booke, if | 
you had nor runne intoſuch-diforders, ifyou | 


= 
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Father wichholds the bleſſing that hee will be- | 
ſtow upon his Child;not becauſe heis unwilling 
to beſtow it, but becauſe he would thus nurture 
his Child, hee uſethit as a means to bring him 
to order : Sothe Lord ſaithto * Moſes, Tharbe- 
cauſe he had ſpoken unadviſedly, becauſc he had 
not honoured him beforethe people, at thoſe, 
_Rery, 4's waters of firife, _ the mow 
tells him by the Prophet, be wot goe into thy 
ood land: And {o herells !David,that ſe be 
ad ſinned againſt him, be would wot givebim the 
life of the.Child: So the Lord ſaith to us ſome- 
times; I willnor graunt you this requeſt, for | 
though I be willing to graunt it, yet this is one | 
part of the diſcipline and nurture thatTuſeto my 
Children, That {ucha particular requeſt, I will 
deny you for ſuch an offence as worſhipping of | 
{dolls &e.Beloved this is not a generall L; 
and this is not for our diſadvantage, butiris a 
helpe tous, ir makes us better, that ſometime 
we thould be denyed; knowing hereby:that it 
is denyedto us for our ſinne, that we may learne 
ro come to the Lord,and renew our repentance, 
and to take that-away,thar we may come to pre- 
vaile in qurprayers with him, | 
Thindipnhen aFarher is willing to graunt ir, 
yet he will thus ſay to bis Child, Though I bee 
willing to doe what you askeat my hands, yet 
I will not have you aske it rudely, ILwill.have 
you aske it in a good manner, 'and a good Fa- 
ſhion,( For when wee come to call upon _ | 
an 


[to his child; Lam ready to heare you, but you. 
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and come inanunreverent manner,in ſuch acaſe 
the Lord hearesnot.) Or againe, hee will ſay 


muſt not aske ina manner, as if you 
cared not whether you had it orino:Sothe Lord 
ſaithto us; will have youto pray fervently,you 
ſhallaske it, as thatwhich youprize. Againe he 
will ſay to hiscbild;1 am willing to-beſtow this 
upon yiou,;butl do-not give youthis mony, to 
ſpend' it amiſle, to'play itaway; to: ſpend irin 
trifles, and getgawes, that will do you no good: 
So: ſaith-the Lard, Iamciwilling to-give you 
riches, * b#t-not-ts beflow-npon your lafts. Thus 
ſpeakes the fathet to' his child, when: he comes 
t0:aske; hee'tels him hee muſt come in ſuch a 
manger:as becomes achild, he -muſt ſpeake to 
him as-to\a Father, he muft ſpeake with confi- 
dence toreceive it: Soalſothe Lord tels us, » we 
wauſs come iu faith;Sothat (in a word) this is to be 
remembred ; That though the Lord promile, 
that he willgive whatſoever we aske, and bids 
ns, in-nothing. be carefull, but make our re- 
queſts knowne ; yet notwithſtanding this, he 


be made in ſucha manner as they ought ta be. 
Laſt of all, it may bethe Father is willing ro do 
it; but hee makes a little pauſe, he will not give 
it preſently, and ſuddenly to hischild, though 
he purpoſe robeftow itupon: him, that he may 
come by it with difficultie: So.he Lord uſeth to 


would have us rounderſtand that our requeſts | 


with-hold his þleſſings. many times, that his 
| child: 
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.childe might beexerciſetinprayer, and ſeeke 
him the more, andlikewiſecharhemighecome 
the; hardlicr: by the bleſſing, that fo hee might 
leameto prizermore; or cliche will beready 
todd as youngtheirs : Asir is witli ſome when! 
chey never know the genting of ir, they ſpend it 
caſily;but he that hath known whariir is,he takes 
morecare to hig eſtate, he looks mtorediligent- 
lyroit:foit' would be with uSinany bleſſing, 
ifwe hadit with ſuch facility as we would; we 
would not make much. account of it : bur when 
it comes with ſome hardneſlc, with ſotedifh- 
cultic, irteacherh-ustoſer-a higher\priceonir; | 
and fo it makes'us more thankefull, it teacheth 
us to give more praiſe and'glory to the Lord: 
Thereare many that have. had afickneſſe- long, 
and have obtained /healch .with much prayer; 
and much contention, andrhereforetheylearne 
to prize it more, than another that obtaines it 
calily. And thus itis inevery like caſe. So when | 
you heare this great priviledge ::that-ir-is ns 
more,but, aske and have : and be imnothing care- 
fall, but in every thing make your requeſts knowne: 
yet (I fay) theſe conditions muft needs be inſer- 
ted,rheſeare ſuch as muft be included, Bur 
theſe conſidered,remember this privi- 
ledge, rejoycein it,let the Lord © | 
avethe praiſe of it, thac . 


- Whatforner we ache ue- 
2D. cording to hiewit, 

he heareth vs, | 
| | | FINIS. C 
| "Library of the 
UNION THEOLOUuLICAL SEMINARY - 
New York _ 


Sn 


——————— =_...< —_ I 


